
iutep.edu 



CAMPUS 
SNAPSHOTS

Photo by Ivan Pierre Aguirre

Priscilla Parada, left, and Taelor Molina of 
the Zeta Tau Alpha Fraternity celebrated 
Arbor Day on April 26, 2019, by adding to 
the campus’ beautiful landscape. Every year, 
UTEP Greek organizations work alongside 
members of the campus’ grounds crew to 
plant trees and other vegetation that thrive 
in the Chihuahuan Desert. The Arbor Day 
Foundation recognized UTEP’s continuous 
efforts to be a sustainable green space 
with a Tree Campus USA designation.

To see more campus life photos,  
visit www.utep.edu/magazine 
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Message from the President
UTEP’s recent Carnegie classification as a 
top tier (R1) doctoral research university – a 
designation earned by fewer than 131 (less than 
5%) of the more than 2,800 U.S. universities 
– convincingly demonstrated the enormous 
progress that has been achieved on our campus 
over the past three decades. The joyous R1 
celebratory events – both the student event at 
Centennial Plaza and the reception honoring 
those faculty and staff whose research success 
earned us this prestigious R1 designation – 
offered us all an opportunity to join together 
in recognizing just how far we’ve come in 
successfully achieving UTEP’s innovative access 
and excellence mission. 

UTEP’s R1 designation is especially significant 
because we were able to reach this excellence 
milestone without ever compromising on 
our resolve to ensure that all residents of 
our surrounding region – whatever their 
backgrounds or financial means – have access 
to higher education. Achieving excellence at 
the expense of access was not an option for us. 
Instead, we were successful in changing the U.S. 
higher education narrative by demonstrating 
that it is indeed possible to place a high priority 
on research excellence while maintaining a 
deep and sustained commitment to access for a 
student population for whom higher education 
is often the only pathway toward social mobility.

The R1 designation is also a tangible 
reminder of the University’s extraordinary 
transformation during the past three decades 
– from a regional university with nearly 15,000 
students and a single doctoral program to a 
top tier national research university with more 
than 25,000 students and 22 doctoral programs. 
And most satisfying is that this growth in 
size and scope has been accompanied by a 
steadfast commitment to a unique mission 
that effectively serves the needs of our 
binational community. The evidence of this 
transformation is everywhere. 

Featured in this issue of UTEP Magazine 
are several exciting examples of the many 
ways UTEP’s access and excellence mission 
is succeeding. We are justifiably proud, for 
example, that a growing number of UTEP 
undergraduate degree recipients now continue 
on to earn doctoral degrees (page 48), and often 
join the professoriate, where the number of 
Hispanic faculty nationally is abysmally low. 
This issue also highlights examples of recent 
international experiences that have taken 
UTEP students out of their comfort zones and 
helped prepare them for successful careers 
in a global context (page 54). Profiles in the 
Homecoming and Alumni Lounge sections tell 
the stories of UTEP graduates whose successes 
have far exceeded even their own expectations, 
thanks to the opportunities available to them 
on the UTEP campus. These high-achieving 
alumni represent the many thousands of 
UTEP graduates who are making their mark 
in ways that reflect positively on their alma 
mater, enhancing UTEP’s national brand and 
increasing the value of a UTEP degree. 

 Today, UTEP stands center stage in the 
higher education landscape not only as an 

intrepid and creative competitor in both quality 
research and education, but as a successful 
innovator in fostering 21st century student 
social mobility. As we take our next steps 
forward, we are poised to continue serving as 
a national leader in authentic public higher 
education.  

Over the past three decades as UTEP’s 
President, I have been fortunate to work closely 
with a dedicated and caring community of 
faculty and staff who are the real backbone of 
UTEP’s mission to achieve both access and 
excellence. Our hard work has been further 
supported by our alumni, friends and partners 
who help ensure that UTEP has the necessary 
resources to enable the success of the region’s 
talented students on our campus. All of us 
together have had the privilege of experiencing 
the immense joy of actively participating in 
student success. Looking ahead, I am confident 
that all of you – faculty, staff, alumni and friends 
– will continue to advance the mission of the 
University by building on the strong foundation 
that has enabled us to succeed in our unique 
setting, serving the needs of our binational 
community and setting the pace for U.S. public 
higher education.

As my tenure as UTEP’s President comes 
to a close, I want to express again my deepest 
gratitude to all members of the UTEP family for 
everything you have done and continue to do to 
support UTEP and the students and community 
we serve. It’s been your investment in UTEP 
and our students that has enabled our success. 
Thank you for the enormous privilege of taking 
this exciting journey with all of you in our UTEP 
Miner family.

Go Miners!

Diana Natalicio
UTEP President
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Happening on Campus Key Campus Research Arts Athletics

UTEP’s research 
promise has paid off 
with an R1 designation. 
Now, the campus 
looks to continue the 
momentum by drawing 
on its strengths.

Find out why UTEP is the top 
institution in the continental 
U.S. for producing Hispanic 
bachelor’s graduates who 
continue on to earn doctoral 
degrees in STEM fields.

The world has no shortage 
of exotic new places.

For leisure, you, too, can 
feel its embraces.

But a UTEP research trip can 
change your world view.

Adventures in learning await 
the Orange and Blue.

42
Traversing  
the Top Tier
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Fueling Research 
Diversity
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Oh, the Places 
Miners Will Go
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Students de-stress with dogs on 
the Liberal Arts lawn as part of 
the Student Engagement and 
Leadership Center's Spring 2019 
Finals Week activities.

UTEP students and Paydirt Pete 
celebrate the University’s top tier 
(R1) designation at Centennial 
Plaza in January 2019.

Photo by J.R. Hernandez



Share a memory, see 
a familiar face, make 

new connections, 
and above all, have 
a good time during 

The University of 
Texas at El Paso’s 
fall Homecoming 

celebration. 
Experience a 

world of fun as the 
campus welcomes 

Miners from the 
past, present and 

future to boost 
camaraderie and 

spread school spirit 
during Homecoming 

activities tied to 
this year’s student 
selected theme – 

“International: UTEP 
Goes Global.”
Make plans to 
attend UTEP 

Homecoming week, 
Sept. 27 - Oct. 5. 

Visit www.utep.edu/
homecoming for 
a full calendar of 
events and up-to-

date information on 
Homecoming 2019.

SEPT. 27 
- OCT. 5

FRIDAY,  
SEPT. 27 - 
WEDNESDAY, 
OCT. 3 
Homecoming 
RSOlympics

Various times and locations
Sam Rodriguez,  
915-747-5670 

MONDAY, SEPT. 30-
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 2
Homecoming 2019 
Office Decorating Contest
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Participating offices
Alejandra Lopez 
915-747-8416
Registration required:  
alumni.utep.edu/contest
 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 27
SGA Pageant
Magoffin Auditorium
Time TBD
SGA Office 
915-747-5584

SUNDAY, SEPT. 29
10th Annual Miner Dash 5k 
Run/3k Walk and Family 
Fitness Fiesta $
8-11 a.m. / Centennial Plaza
Daniela Lerma  
915-747-6738
Registration required: 
minerdash@utep.edu 

TUESDAY, OCT. 1
UTEP Alumni Association 
Past Presidents' Breakfast
8:30-10:30 a.m.
Peter and Margaret de 
Wetter Center  
(Alumni Lodge) Patio
Judy Heredia-Perry   
915-747-6361
By invitation only

Miner 
Morning 
Mania
5-10 a.m.
Centennial 
Plaza
Victor Arreola, 
915-747-6437

2019 Gold Nugget Award 
Recipient & Friends of the 
College of Health Sciences
4-5:30 p.m.
Health Sciences and 
Nursing Building 
(Curlin Plaza)
Cynthia Perales,  
915-747-7201
By invitation only
RSVP: chsapp.utep.edu/
goldnuggetfriends

College of Business 
Administration  
Meet the Dean Mixer 
5-7 p.m. Location TBD
Vanessa Leon, 915-747-8636
RSVP: vgleon@utep.edu

College of Liberal Arts 
Gold Nugget and Alumni 
Celebration
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Fox Fine Arts Building,  
Recital Hall
Yvonne Carranza Rolph  
915-747-6495
RSVP: ycarranz@utep.edu

School of 
Nursing 
Breakfast 
in Honor of 
Gold Nugget
7:30-9 a.m.
Health 

Sciences and Nursing 
Building, Second Floor Terrace
Margie Lopez, 915-747-8194
By invitation only 
RSVP required

Distinguished Alumni and 
Gold Nugget College of 
Science Breakfast
9-10:30 a.m.
Chemistry and Computer 
Science Building - 
Second Floor Lobby
Roxanne Giron 
915-747-5042

Homecoming Pep Rally
Noon-2 p.m.
Centennial Plaza
Nicole Aguilar 
915-747-5670

MULTI-DAY
EVENTS

 2
WEDNESDAY

OCT.  3
THURSDAY
OCT.
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Golden Grads Meet and 
Greet and Check-in $
3-6 p.m.
Peter and Margaret de Wetter 
Center (Alumni Lodge)
Liliana Barrios  
915-747-5495
Registration required: alumni.
utep.edu/goldengrads

College of Business 
Administration Gold 
Nugget Reception
4:30-6 p.m.
El Paso Natural Gas 
Conference Center
Kyle Alvarado  
915-747-6050
By invitation only
RSVP: lvceniceros@utep.edu

UTEP Black Alumni 
Network (UBAN) 
Meet and Greet $
6-9 p.m.
Hilton Garden Inn El Paso
Del Norte Ballroom
111 W. University Ave.
Crystal Saavedra  
915-747-6475
Registration required: alumni.
utep.edu/uban

UTEP Young Alumni 
Network Mixer
7-10 p.m.
Hoppy Monk
4141 N. Mesa St.
Paul Sanchez 
915-274-4636

College of 
Education 
Gold Nugget 
Breakfast
8:30-11 a.m.
Hilton Garden 
Inn El Paso

Susana Aguirre 915-747-5783
Invitation only

Golden Grads Tour of 
Campus and Heritage 
House Visit $
9-11 a.m.
Meet at Miner Alley  
(behind the UTEP Bookstore)
Liliana Barrios, 915-747-5495
Registration required: alumni.
utep.edu/goldengrads

Languages & Linguistics 
Open House 
Noon-3 p.m.
Liberal Arts Building, 
Room 109
Jane Evans, 915-747-7026
RSVP: 915-747-7026

UTEP Black Alumni 
Network (UBAN) BBQ $
Noon-3 p.m.
McCall Neighborhood Center
3231 Wyoming Ave.
Crystal Saavedra  
915-747-6475
Registration required:  
alumni.utep.edu/uban

 

Political Science 
Department 
Homecoming Bash
4:30-6:30 p.m.
Location TBD
Jose Villalobos   
915-747-7978
RSVP:  
jdvillalobos2@utep.edu

Golden Grads 
Friday Night Social $
6-9 p.m.
G&R Restaurant 
401 E. Nevada Ave.
Liliana Barrios, 915-747-5495
Registration required:  
alumni.utep.edu/goldengrads

UTEP Distinguished Alumni 
Awards Dinner $
6:30-9:30 p.m.
Don Haskins Center
Judy Heredia-Perry   
915-747-6361
Purchase tickets by  
Sept. 27

Engineering 
Alumni 
Homecoming 
Breakfast 
8-11 a.m.
Union 

Building East, Tomás Rivera 
Conference Center, 
Room 308
Alejandrina Morton  
915-747-6917
RSVP: aamorton2@utep.edu
 

UTEP Black Alumni 
Network (UBAN)/
African American Studies 
Roundtable Summit
10 a.m.-noon
Union Building East, 
Templeton Suite, Room 313
Michael Williams, 915-747-7822

English Department Brunch
10 a.m.-noon
Hudspeth Hall 
Ana Diaz, 915-747-6239

Golden Grads Luncheon $
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Hilton Garden Inn El Paso, 
Del Norte Ballroom
111 W. University Ave.
Liliana Barrios 
915-747-5495
Registration required: 
www.alumni.utep.edu/
goldengrads

UTEP Alumni and Athletics 
Pickaxe Tailgate $
3-5:30 p.m.
UTEP, Kidd Field
Valerie Sanchez  
915-747-8600

Homecoming Football 
Game vs. UT San Antonio $
6 p.m.
Sun Bowl Stadium
UTEP Ticket Center  
915-747-5234

 4
FRIDAY
OCT.

 5
SATURDAY
OCT.

$ = Event has a cost
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oberto Coronado’s decision to follow his heart and 
future wife to The University of Texas at El Paso 
set him on an upward trajectory to a successful 
career that has exceeded his wildest dreams.

Coronado, Ph.D., senior vice president in charge 
and senior economist of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas, El Paso Branch, was born and raised in 
Juárez, Mexico, the oldest of three sons. His father 
was an accountant and his mother a homemaker. 
Growing up, he often visited El Paso and noted the 

differences between the two cities, despite their proximity. 
Those differences fascinated him, and he wondered why things 

were different. He realized economics could possibly provide the 
answers. By age 10, he was determined to become an economist.

Coronado was the first in his family to attend college in the United 
States. He took advantage of El Programa de Asistencia Estudiantil, 
or P.A.S.E., which offers Mexican nationals in-state tuition. He 
remembered being overwhelmed on his first day as a UTEP student 
because of the campus’ Bhutanese-inspired architecture, large 
library and access to technology. He had never experienced anything 
like it. 

Despite his positive first impression of college life, Coronado faced 
his share of challenges as an undergraduate. His biggest struggle was 
his limited knowledge of English. He said UTEP’s vast support system 
helped build the confidence and skills he needed to overcome his 
obstacles and step out of his comfort zone to try new things. 

He got his first job working as a caterer on campus and soon other 
opportunities followed. He became a math tutor, research assistant 

for economics, and got a job with a 
Juárez accounting firm.

After earning his bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and economics, Coronado 
eagerly returned to UTEP to pursue his 
master’s degree in economics. Shortly 
into his graduate program, he landed an 
internship at the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas, El Paso Branch. What began as 
a temporary, unpaid position led to an 
18-year career. The young, ambitious 
economist continued his education at the 
University of Houston, where he earned 
his doctorate in economics, which helped 
him ascend the organization’s ranks. 

Today, Coronado oversees the bank’s 
economic research and outreach 
functions in West Texas and Southern 
New Mexico, and recruits branch board 
members.

“UTEP was very welcoming and offers 
a lot of support to students like me,” 
Coronado said. “If you are determined 
that you want to be successful, UTEP 
provides the resources to make it happen. 
Trust me, if I could do it, you can do it.”
- Christina Rodriguez

ROBERTO 
CORONADO, 
PH.D.

If you are 
determined  

that you want 
to be 

successful, 
UTEP  

provides the 
resources to 

make it happen. 
Trust me, if I 

could do it, you 
can do it.

BBA ACCOUNTING, 2000
M.S. ECONOMICS, 2002 

“

“



RODRIGO
FERNANDEZ 

Living on the 
border, having 

parents 
that live in 

Juárez, being 
the fourth 
generation 

from this 
region, gave us 
an advantage 

and really 
made us think 
of the border 
as one region, 

one city.

MIGUEL  
FERNANDEZ 

STEVENSON JR. 
BBA FINANCE , 1998

BBA FINANCE, 2001

“

“

iguel Fernandez Stevenson 
Jr. and Rodrigo Fernandez 
are brothers from the 
Paso del Norte Region 
who co-founded a 
telecommunications 

network with three other people to 
provide communication services in 
previously underserved communities in 
Mexico. It evolved into a business that 
employs hundreds and created a fiber-
optic network that spans approximately 
8,000 route miles.

The brothers grew up in Chihuahua, 
Mexico, and the El Paso-Juárez region. 
They recognized inefficiencies between 
services in the two border cities. 
Fernandez said that many people carried 
an extra cellphone while in El Paso to talk 
with people in Juárez and other parts of 
Mexico. 

In 2001, the two collaborated to create 
Transtelco, a telecommunications service 
provider that covers the United States 
and Mexico and provides voice and data 
services to Fortune 1000 companies 
and other businesses. Its coverage area 
stretches from Los Angeles and Dallas 
in the United States to Tuxtla Gutiérrez, 
Chiapas, at the southern tip of Mexico.

“We’re basically a product of our 
environment,” Fernandez said. “Living 
on the border, having parents that live in 
Juárez, being the fourth generation from 
this region, gave us an advantage and 
really made us think of the border as one 
region, one city.”

What Fernandez said they didn’t 
initially realize was how beneficial 
their service would be to universities in 
Mexico. He said that with faster and more 
reliable connectivity comes the ability 
for students to have better access to tools 
that could enhance their education and 
creativity.

“Besides growing the business and 
expanding it to other markets, just 
being involved and contributing to 
the development of communities by 
having better access and better speeds 
is something we realized along the way,” 
Fernandez said. “Communities with better 
connectivity are able to help develop their 
own communities.” 

Fernandez said he is proud of their El 
Paso-based business and that they are 
able to create higher-paying jobs for the 
community. He challenges other UTEP 
students to use their knowledge and skills 
to take advantage of the opportunities 
presented by living on the border.

“Students need to have their eyes open 
and realize there are a lot of opportunities, 
and the people who are able to leverage 
that are the people who understand what 
the border is about,” Fernandez said. “That 
was me.” - Jesse Martinez
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olorful works of art produced by 
a multitude of children from all 
walks of life adorn the walls of the 
sprawling two-story building in 
Downtown El Paso that is home 
to Creative Kids, a nonprofit 

organization established 20 years ago by a couple of 
undergraduate students who met at The University of 
Texas at El Paso.  

Creative Kids was a labor of love for Stephen Ingle 
and his then girlfriend, now wife, Andrea C. Gates-
Ingle. 

Gates-Ingle, an interdisciplinary studies major 
who earned her bachelor’s degree in 1999, discovered 
in college that she loved to serve youth with special 
needs when she worked as a nanny for a young 
adult with a severe intellectual disability. Ingle, who 
struggled in school due to severe dyslexia, found 
that he excelled in art. He earned a BFA in Studio Art 
Graphic Design in 2004.

Despite school and working two jobs, Ingle 
always found time to accompany his girlfriend to 
her teaching assistant jobs where the two would 
introduce children with special needs to art projects. 
Before long, they were hooked on art and children, 
and the idea for Creative Kids was born.

Ingle quit his jobs and the ambitious couple would 

pack up their cart of art supplies and enthusiastically 
travel to the city’s schools, hospitals, after-school 
programs, juvenile detention centers, and anywhere 
else that would allow them to teach art to youngsters.

“The development department at UTEP showed us 
what a grant was, how to write a grant and how to get 
grants,” Gates-Ingle recalled. “Even as students, UTEP 
was always trying to help us.”

Creative Kids has grown since then. The nonprofit 
has earned national recognition for providing a 
high-quality creative youth development program 
that utilizes the visual arts to empower children with 
cognitive or physical disabilities, children battling 
illness, underserved children or just those with an 
artistic knack.  

As for receiving the UTEP Distinguished Alumni 
Award, the pair said they were humbled and proud of 
the recognition.

“It is amazing for someone to see what we’ve 
done and recognize it,” Ingle said. “This is 
something that we will really cherish and carry as an 
accomplishment. We have won awards from the city 
and other recognitions, but this award is from our 
school, where we learned to do what we do. Getting 
this award makes it all worth it and we are proud to be 
part of the UTEP legacy.” - Christina Rodriguez

The 
development 

department at 
UTEP showed 

us what a 
grant was, 

how to write 
a grant and 
how to get 

grants. Even 
as students, 

UTEP was 
always trying 

to help us. 

ANDREA C. 
GATES-INGLE

BIS INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES,  
1999

STEPHEN 
INGLE

BFA STUDIO ART 
 GRAPHIC DESIGN,  

2004 “

“
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the 1960s, the United 
States and the Soviet 
Union were in a race to 
see which nation would 
control space. In El Paso, 
Curtis Parkin, Ph.D., was 

an undergraduate student at Texas Western 
College, now The University of Texas at El 
Paso, as the space race mounted. He would 
soon join it. Ultimately, his efforts would 
contribute to four of the six Apollo moon 
landings. 

The El Paso native earned his bachelor’s 
degree in physics in 1963, but at the time, he 
was not planning to go to graduate school. 
He got the opportunity when his professor 
recommended him for a U.S. Atomic Energy 
Commission postgraduate fellowship at 
Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Parkin credits the strong TWC alumni 
network for his fellowship opportunity. Three 
alumni, including two of Parkin’s fraternity 
brothers from Phi Kappa Tau, previously made 
strong impressions at Vanderbilt and served as 
his mentors.

“It helps to have that inside information 
because when you go to a strange place, 
you don’t know what to do,” Parkin said. “I 
wouldn’t have had many of the breaks I’ve had 
if not for my connections to TWC.” 

The U.S. Army allowed Parkin, who also 
was in TWC’s Army ROTC program, to delay 
his active duty service in order to study 

It’s the 
hardest 

work I ever 
imagined 
doing, but 

it was so 
invigorating 
being there 
at mission 

control 
to hear 

astronauts 
talking back 

and forth. 

“

“

CURTIS 
PARKIN, 
PH.D.
B.S. PHYSICS,  
1963

nuclear and radiation physics at Vanderbilt, where 
he earned his master’s and doctoral degrees in 
experimental plasma physics.

In 1968, the Army assigned Parkin to active duty 
at NASA’s Ames Research Center in Mountain 
View, California. He applied his studies to work on 
magnetometers, equipment that would measure 
magnetic fields on the moon’s surface for the 
second manned mission to land on the lunar 
surface, Apollo 12. 

Parkin said the success of the magnetometer 
on Apollo 12 led to funds for four additional 
magnetometers for the Apollo 14, 15 and 16 
missions. He became co-investigator for each 
project.  

“It’s the hardest work I ever imagined doing, 
but it was so invigorating being there at mission 
control to hear astronauts talking back and forth,” 
Parkin said. “We were able to send messages 
directly to magnetometers on the moon and 
to receive continuous data back from them for 
several years.”

He separated from NASA in 1979 and continued 
to work in related fields in California until he 
retired in 2015. To this day, Parkin maintains 
contact with several members of the UTEP 
fraternity who helped him on his celestial career 
path.

“One thing I’ll be saying to other students, 
‘Study hard and don’t neglect your friends and 
your connections at the University because they 
can be helpful for the rest of your life,’” Parkin said. 
- Jesse Martinez



SALVADOR 
BALCORTA 
College of Health Sciences
BSW, 1980

Growing up a short distance 
from UTEP in South El Paso’s 
historic Segundo Barrio 
put Salvador Balcorta on a 
path to become a renowned 
community health leader and 
civil rights activist. 

As the CEO of Centro de 
Salud Familiar La Fe since 
1992, Balcorta transformed 
the neighborhood health 
center in South El Paso into a 
nationally recognized network 
of nonprofit community health 
clinics, health and human 
service programs, and a dual-
language charter school. 

“UTEP taught me the value of 
hands-on knowledge,” Balcorta 
said. “Your life and field 
experience is something that is 
just as valuable, if not more so, 
than book knowledge.”

His many accolades include 
Mexico’s prestigious Ohtli 
Award and the National 
Association of Social Workers’ 
Lifetime Achievement Award. 
He also was appointed to the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services National 
Advisory Committee on 
Minority Health.

Since earning his bachelor’s 
degree in social work in 1980, 
Balcorta has maintained 
close ties to UTEP by offering 
service-learning opportunities 
to social work, business, 
pharmacy and education 
majors.

“You don’t have to be a Ph.D. 
to be able to share education 
that will guide you through 
a lifetime,” Balcorta said. 
He holds a master’s degree 
in social work from The 
University of Texas at Austin. 
“There are people who have 
a lot of education that they 
have gained through lifetime 
experience.” - Laura L. Acosta

       PAUL DIPP 
       College of Business Administration
           BBA Management, 1977

El Paso native Paul Dipp had an experience 
familiar to many current UTEP students 
while he was enrolled in the College of 
Business Administration (COBA) as a [real 
estate and] management [double] major: he 
balanced school with work.

That job was at Plaza Properties, an El 
Paso commercial real estate company that  
he co-founded with his family the day he 
started his freshman year. He also worked 
at the binational family business Economy 
Cash and Carry, now known as Economy 
Wholesale Grocers, where he moved up the 
ladder and now serves as president.

Dipp credits the supportive and 
engaging environment fostered by the 
UTEP faculty, along with the hard work 

ethic and ambition of his fellow students, 
for laying a foundation for his success. 
He still remembers the faculty members 
who inspired him and made a difference 
in his life, and says that he would apply 
the knowledge gained through their 
coursework to his daily work life.

He has shown his gratitude to the 
University through involvement in the 
UTEP Centennial Committee, COBA’s 
Business Advisory Council and as a lifetime 
member of the UTEP Alumni Association.

“My relationship with UTEP has never 
ended,” Dipp said. “I have the opportunity 
to represent all the COBA graduates, and 
I’m profoundly grateful and humbled to 
represent UTEP.” - Elizabeth Ashby

UTEP taught me the 
value of hands-on 

knowledge.

“

“
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CAROLYN  
MOODY DRAKE    
School of Nursing
BSN, 1975

When Carolyn Moody Drake was a 
14-year-old candy striper at Hotel Dieu 
– El Paso’s first general hospital – Sister 
Aloysius Williams, the institution’s 
venerable nursing school administrator, 
told Moody Drake she was a born nurse.

Taking those words to heart, Moody 
Drake earned her Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (BSN) in 1975 from what now is 
the UTEP School of Nursing. For decades 
– as an RN, then as a volunteer – she 
has tirelessly devoted herself to patients, 
family and community, from children to 
people who need end-of-life care.

Among a wide range of community 
service, Moody Drake has focused 
much of her energy on the PARTNERS 
organization, which supports The 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston Cizik School of 
Nursing by raising funds for nursing 
scholarships and faculty research grants. 
She was the chair of PARTNERS in 2012-
13 and continues active involvement as a 
lifetime member.

A popular presenter on health care 
topics, Moody Drake ebulliently shares 
her knowledge and passion about 
nursing with others. She also drives, 
cooks and opens her home for those in 
need – most recently in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Harvey flooding in 2017 in 
southeast Texas.

A lifetime member of the UTEP 
Alumni Association, Moody Drake 
said: “UTEP taught me to value a high-
quality education in a multicultural 
environment, and it solidified an 
ideology based on caring and kindness.”
- Laura L. Acosta

EDWARD DRUSINA  
College of Engineering
B.S. Civil Engineering, 1974

Edward Drusina is highly respected for 
his accomplishments in engineering and 
water supply management. The former 
commissioner of the U.S. Section of 
the International Boundary and Water 
Commission led the development of 
critical international water management 
agreements between the U.S. and Mexico 
from San Diego, California to Brownsville, 
Texas. These agreements continue to 
help border agriculture, industry and 
municipalities to have access to clean 
water.

Drusina acknowledges that the 
ability to carry out these monumental 
responsibilities has its roots in his time at 
The University of Texas at El Paso, where 
he became familiar with hydraulics, 
hydrology, structures and transportation. 
This knowledge helped him work through 
many complex border problems. Before 
his appointment by President Barack 
Obama to lead the commission, Drusina 
served as the City of El Paso’s director 
of public works and in the private sector 
as president of OMNI Construction 
Services and corporate associate with El 

Paso project management firm Moreno 
Cardenas Inc. 

Recently, Drusina retired from federal 
service. He stays engaged in his profession 
as a UTEP adviser, Texas A&M Research 
Center adviser, and part-time senior 
project engineer for Weston Solutions, an 
environmental and infrastructure support 
services company.

“UTEP gave me the education I needed 
to have a highly successful career in 
the public and private sectors,” Drusina 
said. “I’m thankful to represent an 
institution that contributes so much to our 
community.” - Pablo Villa

D. FRANK HSU, PH.D.
College of Science
M.S. Mathematics, 1975

D. Frank Hsu, Ph.D., has helped the world 
navigate the paths paved by rapidly 
advancing science and technology. Hsu, 
who received his master’s in mathematics 
from The University of Texas at El Paso 
and holds a doctorate from the University 
of Michigan, is internationally recognized 
as a leading pioneer of data science 
research and education.

Hsu is the Clavius Distinguished 
Professor of Science, a professor of 
computer and information science, and 

the director of the Fordham Laboratory of 
Informatics and Data Mining at Fordham 
University in New York. In that role, he 
has helped develop solutions to real-world 
problems by harnessing the power of 
data science, machine learning, cognitive 
computing, informatics and model fusion. 

Throughout his career, Hsu has 
authored or edited 40 books and published 
more than 200 technical papers. He 
received a Distinguished Teaching Award 
from Fordham in 2001 and an IBM Faculty 
Award in 2012, among other honors.

Amid all his achievements, Hsu has 
found a way to give back. In 2018, he 
helped establish the UTEP Data Science 
and Informatics Gift Fund, which will 
help expand UTEP’s Data Science and 
Informatics program.

“My experience at UTEP has impacted 
my life and career tremendously,” Hsu said. 
“I am proud and passionate about being 
a Miner and look forward to sharing my 
experiences and expertise with students 
and alumni of UTEP.” - Pablo Villa



MAGGIE MORALES-
MOODY  

College of Liberal Arts
B.A. French, 1985  
 
College of Education
B.S. Elementary Education, 1986
M.Ed. Educational Administration, 
1994 

As an elementary-level educator, 
counselor and administrator for 
28 years, Maggie Morales-Moody 
earned recognition at the campus 
and state levels for her efforts to 
serve underrepresented students 
with unconditional dedication. 
She may now be retired, but her 
devotion hasn’t wavered. 

In 2015, Morales-Moody, with 
the assistance of family, friends 
and donors, opened GiGi’s 
Playhouse El Paso, the state’s first 
achievement center for people 
with Down syndrome and their 
families. The playhouse is part of 
a national network that offers free 
educational, therapeutic, career 
and social programs. 

Morales-Moody is a first-
generation college student and 
is the youngest of eight children 
born to a Mexican immigrant 
mother and a farmer father. She 
grew up in a Lower Valley home of 
modest means where English was 
a second language and education 
was the key to a brighter future. 

The married mother of four, 
and grandmother of five, thanked 
her family for their love, support 
and inspiration, and the Sisters 
of Loretto for instilling in her 
a strong sense of social justice 
and community service. She also 
acknowledged the dedication of 
her outstanding UTEP professors.

“They took personal interest 
in each one of their students 
and encouraged us to look at 
each child as an individual, full 
of promise and hope,” Morales-
Moody said. - Daniel Perez

    CLAUDIO ORDAZ, PH.D.  
    College of Liberal Arts
      B.M. Orchestra Band  Performance, 2001

A love of music lured Claudio Ordaz, 
Ph.D., to The University of Texas at El 
Paso in the late 1990s, and that passion 
led him to Eastern Europe where he 
orchestrated successful careers as an 
educator and conductor. 

Ordaz, born and raised in Chihuahua 
City, Mexico, traveled to El Paso on 
Saturdays as a teenager to study violin 
from the legendary Abraham Chavez. 
When it came time for college, he picked 
UTEP to continue to train under Chavez, 
a longtime professor of music. 

The first-generation college student 
said he developed his critical thinking 
and independent learning skills at UTEP. 
He said he was grateful to the music 
faculty members who were supportive 

and knowledgeable.  
He earned a B.M. in Orchestra Band 

Performance in 2001 from UTEP, and 
his master’s and Ph.D. degrees in 
orchestral conducting in 2008 and 
2015, respectively, from the Estonian 
Academy of Music and Theatre in Tallin, 
Estonia. 

In 2013, he founded the Savonlinna 
Camerata Orchestra in Finland. He 
serves as the group’s artistic director 
and conductor. He was the first Mexican 
to start and conduct an orchestra in 
Europe. The award-winning chamber 
orchestra has earned regional acclaim. 

The married father of a young son 
lives in Jyväskylä, Finland, and is a 
professor of music at the Jyväskylä 
University of Applied Sciences, where 
he teaches chamber music, violin and 
orchestral activities. - Daniel Perez

[UTEP professors] 
 took personal interest 

in each one of their 
students... 

“

“
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My interactions with 
UTEP always positively 

impact my life.“
DOROTHY TRUAX   
College of Liberal Arts
B.A. Sociology, 1973

Dorothy Truax seemed destined for 
a career in which she would help 
people. As a high school student, she 
assisted families in Juárez, Mexico, who 
scavenged for food at the city’s dump. 
That experience was her first step toward 
a rich and rewarding career in social 
work. 

“I always knew I wanted to be a social 
worker,” said Truax, director of the 
Reynolds Home, a homeless shelter for 
women and children, and social services 
director at the Opportunity Center for 
the Homeless in El Paso. She received 
a sociology degree from UTEP in 1973 
and a master’s degree in social work 
from New Mexico State University in 
2004. “Getting my degree at UTEP is 
what I needed to start my career at Child 
Protective Services.” 

Truax said her older brother Ray 
Tullius, a 2013 Gold Nugget recipient, 
motivated her to help others. She said he 
would bring homeless families to stay at 
their mother’s house.

Truax continues to share what she has 
learned during a career that has spanned 
more than 30 years. She has mentored 
nearly 30 undergraduate and graduate 
social work students at UTEP.

“In social work there is always 
something new, a new challenge every 
day,” Truax said. “So as long as you 
enjoy what you do, it is not a job. It’s 
something you love.”  
- Laura L. Acosta

LISA LAVIGNE SAUCEDO 
College of Business Administration
MBA, 2015
 
When Lisa Lavigne Saucedo pursued 
UTEP's Executive Master of Business 
Administration (EMBA) to enhance her 
leadership skills, she already had years of 
managerial experience as the executive 
director of Court Appointed Special 
Advocates Inc., or CASA.

The New England native originally 
moved to El Paso for a job as a department 
store buyer, but she wanted to transition 
to a job where she could make a positive 
impact in the community. That shift 
eventually led to her role at CASA, an 
agency that provides advocacy for abused 
and neglected children in the family court 
system.

She wanted to build on the business 
acumen required to run a nonprofit, 
which led her to pursue UTEP’s EMBA 
while balancing family and work.

Saucedo said she was surprised and 
humbled to be named one of UTEP’s 
Gold Nuggets. She credits her time at 

UTEP with bolstering her leadership skills 
alongside a diverse cohort. 

“Pursuing this degree really instills 
confidence and brings out your best 
attributes,” Saucedo said. “It teaches you to 
think differently about everything, and that 
the work that we do, from a multimillion-
dollar company to a local nonprofit, can 
make a difference in the world.”  
- Elizabeth Ashby

PATRICIA “PATTY” 
TISCAREÑO 
College of Liberal Arts
B.A. English Literature, 2004

The executive director of the Rio Grande 
Cancer Foundation must wear many hats, 
and Patty Tiscareño said that her degree 
from The University of Texas at El Paso 
gave her the confidence – and humanity – 
to wear each one successfully. 

The El Paso native said her duties 
demand the ability to communicate with 
board members one minute and patients 
from all demographics the next. She 
could follow those conversations with an 

analysis of her $13 million budget and 
a creative summit to discuss a future 
fundraiser or program development. The 
first-generation college student said that 
her UTEP education has been invaluable 
during her two decades in charge of the 
nonprofit. 

Others have recognized her abilities 
and sought her presence on numerous 
health, academic and community 
boards. Tiscareño has earned various 
awards through the years to include 
the 2016 Woman of Impact Award and 
her induction in 2018 into the El Paso 
Commission for Women Hall of Fame.

Through the years, she has maintained 
contact with the University as a guest 
speaker, a fan at arts and athletic events, 
and as a volunteer for activities such 
as KTEP-FM (88.5) pledge drives. The 
Humanities Collaborative at El Paso 
Community College-UTEP recently named 
her its 2019 Professional in Residence. 

“My interactions with UTEP always 
positively impact my life,” Tiscareño said. 
- Daniel Perez

“
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Her recent honors 
include:
•  Fraternity Lodge No. 1111 presented the Grand 

Lodge of Texas’ Community Builder Award to 
President Natalicio on May 28, 2019. The award 
recognizes outstanding non-Masons who have 
distinguished themselves through their service 
to the community, local and state governments, 
places of worship, or to humanity at large. 

•  Visit El Paso recognized President Natalicio’s 
role in the enhancement of El Paso’s stature 
as one of the country’s marquee destinations 
with its Spirit of Amigo Award on May 9. The 
award recognizes a person or organization that 
has affected El Paso’s image profoundly and 
positively.

•  The Hub of Human Innovation presented 
President Natalicio with a special Lifetime 
Innovation Award on May 3. The award identifies 
individuals who encourage business innovation 
and contribute to the region’s growth and 
prosperity.

•  YWCA El Paso del Norte Region recognized 
President Natalicio on April 25 at the 26th Annual 
Women’s Luncheon with the YWCA Community 
Impact award for her commitment to and passion 
for improving the El Paso community and for 
serving as a role model to women and girls 
everywhere. The award was also in gratitude for 
her 31 years of service as UTEP President.

•  The University of California, Berkeley’s 
Division of the Academic Senate announced 
in April its selection of President Natalicio as 
one of two higher education leaders to receive 
its Clark Kerr Award for their “extraordinary and 
distinguished contributions to the advancement 
of higher education.” She will accept the award 
officially this fall. 

•  The El Paso/Trans-Pecos Audubon Society 
acknowledged President Natalicio for successfully 
guiding the development of Rio Bosque Wetlands 
Park. On Feb. 16, the organization presented her 
with its Conservation Award for her support of the 
372-acre City of El Paso park managed by UTEP’s 
Center for Environmental Resource Management. 

UTEP President Diana Natalicio’s 
final semester as campus leader 
came with many accolades. 

In the last six months, at least 
six different organizations have 
bestowed top awards on The 
University of Texas at El Paso’s 
storied administrator for her 
contributions to the institution 
and the El Paso region. 

At the end of summer 2019, 
President Natalicio will retire 
as UTEP’s chief executive, 31 
years after The University of 
Texas System Board of Regents 
appointed her UTEP President in 
1988. Her tenure makes her the 
longest-serving current president 
of a public doctoral/research 
university in the country.  
- Pablo Villa

UTEP President 
Closes Final Year With 
Multiple Awards

UTEP President Diana Natalicio, left, 
accepts the Grand Lodge of Texas’ 
Community Builder Award from Steve 
Swingle, Worshipful Master of the 
Downtown Masonic Lodge, on May 
28, 2019, during a ceremony at the El 
Paso Scottish Rite Temple. Photo by 
Laura Trejo

UTEP President Diana 
Natalicio addresses the 
audience at the YWCA El 
Paso del Norte Region's 
26th Annual Women’s 
Luncheon on April 25, 2019, 
after the YWCA presented 
her with its Community 
Impact Award. Photo by Ivan 
Pierre Aguirre 
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HOW MANY 
TEES IN 30?

UTEP History Told Through President’s  
Personal T-shirt Collection
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Throughout her tenure at The 
University of Texas at El Paso, 
President Diana Natalicio has 
amassed 354 UTEP-related T-shirts 
that have become more than just 
a fashion statement. Between the 
threads of each shirt are beloved 
memories from special events, 
celebrations and University 
milestones. In spring 2019, the 
collection went on public display in 
the “My Tenure in T-shirts” exhibit. 

The Union Gallery was 
transformed into a walk-in closet 
that showcased UTEP’s evolution 
in design and how pop culture 
influenced self-expression at 
different stages of the University’s 
history. One of the oldest shirts in 
the collection preceded President 
Natalicio’s presidency, while the 
newest celebrated one of the 
University’s greatest achievements: 
UTEP’s designation as a Carnegie 
R1 top tier research institution.

“As the number of UTEP T-shirts 
in my collection grew, I began 
to see that they offered a unique 
perspective on specific events 
and milestones in UTEP’s history 
over the past 30 years,” President 
Natalicio said. 

The exhibit grabbed local and 
national media attention, and it 
was featured in the June issue of 
Texas Monthly magazine. As for 
the T-shirts, they became prizes in 
the #UTEPFunWithTheBun selfie 
contest. Game organizers placed 

life-sized cutouts of President 
Natalicio around campus with clues 
to their locations posted on UTEP’s 
social media accounts. Students, 
faculty and staff who found the 
cutouts took selfies with them and 
posted the photos on social media 
for a chance to win one of the 
T-shirts. 

Erika Lopez, a sophomore 
studying multimedia journalism, 
learned about the contest from 
a friend. When she saw the first 
cutout of President Natalicio, she 
was hesitant to take a selfie because 
of the number of people around 
it. Her desire to win a free T-shirt 
pushed her forward. 

“I don’t have many UTEP T-shirts 
because they’re expensive,” 
Lopez said. “So when I saw the 
opportunity to get not one but 
many free UTEP T-shirts, I jumped 
on board and went in search of 
(President Natalicio).”

The contest helped Lopez’s 
T-shirt collection go from 
small to XXL. As for 
President Natalicio, 
she was pleased that 
the exhibit and 
contest not only 
helped clear out her 
closet, but allowed 
everyone involved 
to take a stroll down 
memory lane. 
- Jesse Martinez
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Jim Payne, Ph.D.

When Stephen Crites Jr., Ph.D., first joined The University of Texas at El 
Paso in 1994 as an assistant professor in the Department of Psychology, 
the University had four doctoral programs. Since then, it has grown to offer 
22 doctoral programs and earned a Carnegie R1 designation as a top tier 
research university. 

Crites, the new dean of UTEP’s Graduate School as of May 1, 2019, said 
that although this growth has been exciting to witness, the University must 
continue to push forward.

“For us to remain (R1), we need to continue to grow our grant-funded 
research and doctoral degrees; it’s very important to continue this growth,” 
Crites said. “The world is constantly changing, so if you’re not advancing, 
you’ll be moving backwards.”

The new dean said he will focus on looking at new opportunities and 
other areas where doctoral programs could be implemented. He will evaluate 
existing doctoral programs to look for improvements and find ways to attract 
more applicants. 

Crites joined the UTEP faculty after earning his Ph.D. in social psychology 
from Ohio State University. He took on several leadership roles in the 
department, including graduate program director and department chair. 

Crites was asked to serve as interim dean for the College of Liberal Arts in 
2017 and for the College of Business Administration in 2018. 

During his UTEP career, Crites said he has worked with many 
hardworking and determined students. As for incoming UTEP students, he 
has some advice to help them prepare for their careers. 

“A graduate degree is now a requirement in many fields to advance,” Crites 
said. “Undergraduate students should start thinking about what field they 
would like to be in and the requirements for that field.” - Jesse Martinez

Stephen Crites Jr., Ph.D.

As someone who went from first-generation college student to university 
administrator, Jim Payne, Ph.D., understands firsthand the lasting impact of 
higher education.

That is one of the main reasons Payne accepted the offer to become 
the new dean of The University of Texas at El Paso’s College of Business 
Administration. He was familiar with UTEP’s national reputation for access 
and excellence, and its student-centered culture that echoes UTEP President 
Diana Natalicio’s oft-used credo that talent is everywhere.

“The dual commitment to access and excellence is pretty unique,” 
Payne said. “I can't think of another public institution in the country that 
has delivered in fulfilling such a mission. From my vantage point, the 
commitment of the faculty and staff to the University’s mission was an 
attractive feature of the opportunity at UTEP.”

The former Fulbright research scholar said he also was attracted to UTEP’s 
R1 stature, which signifies it as a doctoral university with very high research 
activity. He has authored 250 peer-reviewed journal articles and fellow 
researchers have cited his work more than 11,000 times.

Payne comes to UTEP from Benedictine University in Lisle, Ill., where 
he was provost and vice president for academic affairs. Other previous 
administrative posts include dean of the J. Whitney Bunting College of 
Business at Georgia College & State University, as well as provost and vice 
president for academic affairs at the University of New Orleans.

Payne earned his doctoral and master’s degrees in economics from Florida 
State University and a bachelor’s degree in economics from Berea College in 
Kentucky. - Elizabeth Ashby

Graduate School and College of Business 
Administration Welcome New Deans

To see video interviews with the new deans, visit
 www.utep.edu/magazine 
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Admiral Brett P. 
Giroir, M.D.

Assistant Secretary 
for Health in the U.S. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
(HHS) Admiral Brett 
P. Giroir, M.D., visited 
UTEP March 28, 2019, 
to deliver a Centennial 
Lecture. The first-
generation college 
graduate spoke about 
public health and 
how professionals 
and students from a 
variety of disciplines 
can contribute to its 
advancement.

Giroir leads the 
development of 
HHS-wide public 
health policy 
recommendations 
and oversees 11 core 
public health offices 
as well as three 
presidential and 11 
secretarial advisory 
committees. Giroir was 
the first physician to 
be appointed as an 
office director at the 
Defense Advanced 
Research Projects 
Agency (DARPA). 

James Wolfe

James Wolfe, 
counselor for 
educational and 
cultural affairs for 
the U.S. Embassy in 
Mexico, presented 
President Diana 
Natalicio with 
a certificate of 
appreciation on April 1, 
2019, during a visit to 
campus.

The U.S. Embassy 
in Mexico honored 
President Natalicio 
for her extraordinary 
vision, lifetime 
commitment, 
and exemplary 
achievement in 
higher education. 
The certificate 
acknowledged 
President Natalicio’s 
efforts that have 
transformed the 
lives of thousands 
of U.S. and Mexican 
students, bringing 
both countries closer 
together. Wolfe’s 
visit was an example 
of the University’s 
commitment to 
strengthening its bond 
with Mexico and the 
border region.

Ambassador  
Doma Tshering

Ambassador Doma 
Tshering, permanent 
representative of 
Bhutan to the United 
Nations, addressed 
students, faculty and 
staff April 2, 2019, 
as part of UTEP’s 
ongoing Centennial 
Lecture Series. 
Tshering spoke about 
Bhutan’s role in the 
United Nations, the 
effects of climate 
change on the 
landlocked eastern 
Himalayan kingdom, 
and the country’s 
Gross National 
Happiness (GNH) 
index, a measurement 
of the population’s 
happiness and well-
being.

During her 
presentation, Tshering 
spoke about UTEP’s 
special relationship 
with Bhutan. She 
said the deep 
bonds of friendship, 
understanding and 
cooperation that her 
nation shares with 
UTEP is a source of 
tremendous pride. 

George A.  
“Tony” Robinson

Tony Robinson, 
regional administrator 
for region 6 of the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA), delivered 
the keynote address 
during the Southwest 
Binational Workshop 
of the Border Solutions 
Alliance on June 10, 
2019. 

The Border Solutions 
Alliance is comprised 
of researchers and 
agencies from the U.S. 
and Mexico who seek 
to identify challenges 
affecting border 
communities, and to 
develop solutions 
through collaborative 
proposals.

Robinson spoke 
about what his agency 
has done to streamline 
its response to 
catastrophic events 
such as hurricanes 
and floods, and 
what partners in the 
private, public and 
nongovernmental 
sectors can do to make 
the entire region more 
resilient.

Carlos González 
Herrera

Carlos González 
Herrera, Secretary 
of Education of the 
State of Chihuahua, 
took part in the launch 
of a new partnership 
between UTEP 
and Universidad 
Tecnológica de 
Chihuahua (UTCH) on 
April 10, 2019.

The memorandum 
of understanding 
signed by UTEP and 
UTCH identified areas 
for collaboration, 
such as sharing UTEP 
information with UTCH 
students so they may 
consider it for study 
abroad opportunities, 
teacher training and 
other professional 
development 
programs. The 
agreement marks 
another meaningful 
step in UTEP’s 
continuing recognition 
of Mexico as a 
strategic partner in 
the University’s efforts 
to increase access to 
higher education for 
students of the region.

  DISTINGUISHED GUESTS
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More than 1,200 students, staff, 
faculty, alumni, family members and 
friends of The University of Texas at El 
Paso woke up early on Saturday, April 
13, 2019, to participate in UTEP’s annual 
day of community service: Project MOVE 
(Miner Opportunities for Volunteer 
Experiences).

Many of those volunteers gathered 
inside UTEP’s Kidd Field for a rally 
followed by about four hours of labor at 58 
projects in and around El Paso based on 
requests from 31 nonprofits that serve the 
needs of area residents.

This year’s event marked the 10th 
anniversary of Project MOVE. In the last 
decade, approximately 12,000 volunteers 
logged 48,000 hours at 450 projects 
requested by 160 community partners.

Through the years, Miners and friends 
have landscaped gardens, painted skate 
parks, fixed bicycles, organized food 
pantries, cleaned offices and arroyos, 
repaired homes and playground 
equipment, and built bed frames 
and websites. They also have made 

PROJECT 
MOVEUTEP DAY 

OF SERVICE 
CELEBRATES 
 10 YEARS

blankets for children and made 
homes accessible for people 
with disabilities, spruced up a 
cemetery, repaired nature trails, 
taught golf and soccer, visited 
hospital patients, translated for 
medical students and collected 
canned and nonperishable food 
for people in need. The University 
estimated the value of the work at 
approximately $1.2 million.

University President Diana 
Natalicio was at Kidd Field on 
April 13 to thank the volunteers 
for their participation and to 
remind them of the special bond 
the University has shared with the 
community since the institution’s 
establishment in 1914. She called 
Project MOVE a wonderful 
opportunity to give back and to 
learn about the community and 
its various nonprofits organizations.

“To each and every organization, each individual here today, we’re very proud of you,” 
she said. “We know that you’re going to go out there and do something really important for 
people who are going to be forever grateful for the efforts that you’ve made.” - Daniel Perez

In the last decade, 
approximately 
12,000 volunteers 
logged 48,000 
hours at 450 
projects requested 
by 160 community 
partners.

To see a 10-year retrospective Project MOVE video,  
check out www.utep.edu/magazine 
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To see a 10-year retrospective Project MOVE video,  
check out www.utep.edu/magazine 

1. Volunteers help clear brush at a home that was among the many Rebuilding Together El Paso projects that also involved exterior and interior 
painting. 2. Volunteers move sand in the playground outside First Presbyterian School. 3. Some of the estimated 1,200 volunteers gather at Kidd Field 
for a pre-event rally. 4. Students clear brush from hiking trails at Camp Tyler Francis in Sunland Park, New Mexico. The Boy Scouts of America, Yucca 
Council operate the camp. 5. Students help paint and do yard maintenance and general cleanup at Compadres Therapy on the West Side.

Photos by J.R. Hernandez
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HEATHER WILSON TO 
TAKE REINS AS NEW 
UTEP PRESIDENT
The University of Texas at El Paso will begin the 2019-20  
academic year with a new President for the first time in  
more than three decades.
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eather Wilson, Ph.D., 
assumes the campus’ 
highest office Aug. 
15, 2019, replacing 
longtime President 

Diana Natalicio, who announced 
in May 2018 that she would retire 
once a successor was named. Wilson 
was confirmed as the next UTEP 
President on April 2, 2019, by The 
University of Texas System Board of 
Regents after a national search that 
spanned eight months. 

Wilson’s arrival comes on the heels 
of a period of unprecedented growth 
in enrollment, academic programs 
and physical structures throughout 
the campus. These feats recently 
culminated with the University 
achieving an R1 top tier doctoral 
research university designation 
in the Carnegie Classification of 
Institutions of Higher Education. 
The exceptional momentum is 
something Wilson is not only looking 
to sustain, but to enhance. 

“No institution means more to 
the future of the El Paso and Juárez 
region than UTEP,” she said. “Its deep 
commitment to providing access to 
education and excellence in research 
is a model for the nation. UTEP is a 
catalyst for economic growth in the 
fourth largest manufacturing region 
in North America – the source of 
ideas and high-quality education to 
meet the needs of the 21st century. 
I look forward to building on the 
tremendous legacy of President 
Natalicio and leading this great 
University toward its bright future.”

Wilson’s accomplished career in 
public service and higher education 
has spanned more than 35 years 
and includes top leadership roles 
in higher education, the military, 
government and private industry.

Until May 2019, Wilson served 
as Secretary of the U.S. Air Force, a 
position to which she was appointed 
in 2017. In that role, she oversaw 
685,000 active-duty, Guard, Reserve 
and civilian forces, and an annual 
budget of $160 billion. Before 
joining the Department of Defense, 
she served as president of the 
South Dakota School of Mines and 
Technology, an engineering and 
science research university in Rapid 
City, South Dakota, from 2013 to 2017.

In 1998, Wilson became the first 
female military veteran elected to a 
full term in Congress, representing 
New Mexico until 2009.

After she graduated from the U.S. 

Air Force Academy in its third class to 
admit women and was selected as a 
Rhodes Scholar – one of the world’s 
most celebrated and distinguished 
international fellowships – Wilson 
served as an Air Force officer for 
seven years. She was subsequently 
appointed to the National Security 
Council and as cabinet secretary of 
the New Mexico Children, Youth and 
Families Department.

Wilson also has worked in the 
private sector, serving as a senior 
adviser to several national nuclear 
laboratories and as president of 
Keystone International, a company 
she founded that conducted business 
development and program planning 
work for defense and scientific 
industry.

“Dr. Wilson’s broad experience 
in the highest levels of university 
leadership, and state and national 
government – whether securing 
federal grant awards, advising our 
nation’s most important national 
research laboratories, raising 
philanthropic dollars or running 
large, dynamic organizations – will 
help ensure that UTEP continues 
its remarkable trajectory as a 
nationally recognized public research 
institution,” said UT System Board 
of Regents Chairman Kevin Eltife. 
“Most importantly, she is deeply 
committed to student success and 
has dedicated her life to enhancing 
upward mobility opportunities for 
individuals.”

A search advisory committee that 
included two UT System institution 
presidents, three members of the 
Board of Regents, representatives 
from UTEP students, faculty, staff 
and deans, as well as alumni and 
members of the El Paso community, 
reviewed candidates and made 
recommendations to the Board of 
Regents.

“Heather Wilson’s decades of 
significant leadership experience in 
multiple arenas will serve her well 
as president of UTEP," UT System 
Chancellor James B. Milliken said. "I 
look forward to working closely with 
her on behalf of this extraordinary 
institution with its essential mission 
of serving El Paso and Texas.” 

Wilson and her husband have 
three adult children. In addition to 
receiving her undergraduate degree 
from the U.S. Air Force Academy, she 
received her master’s and doctoral 
degrees in international relations at 
Oxford University. - Pablo Villa

“Dr. Wilson’s 
broad experience 
in the highest 
levels of 
university 
leadership, and 
state and national 
government ... 
will help ensure 
that UTEP 
continues its 
remarkable 
trajectory as 
a nationally 
recognized 
public research 
institution.”
– UT System Board of Regents 
Chairman Kevin Eltife
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Every spring, The University 

of Texas at El Paso Alumni 

Association presents the 

University’s most promising 

future alumni with the Top Ten 

Seniors Award.

The recipients have 

demonstrated excellence 

throughout their undergraduate 

careers at UTEP and are models 

for hard work and determination. 

They were selected based on 

a combination of academic 

achievement, involvement, 

leadership and service to the 

University and the community.

- Christina Rodriguez

Meet UTEP’s 

2019 Top  

Ten Seniors

Ambition is at the heart of Kristen Aida Ahumada’s character. 
She spent her time as a UTEP student well as she seized every 

opportunity available to prepare for a career in medicine and 
become a formidable leader. As an undergraduate, Ahumada 

served in several leadership positions including president of 
UTEP’s Student Government Association, explored the depths of 

Europe and Africa through study abroad experiences, interned at 
the Paul L. Foster School of Medicine, and helped conduct important 

leukemia research.
“With regard to lifelong success, UTEP has provided me the necessary 

tools in order to be a more effective and influential leader,” she said.

A few major bumps in the road during his first year of college almost made 
higher education an unattainable goal for Jonathan Andrew Cereceres, until he 
enrolled at UTEP. He credits the University with turning him into a community 
and campus leader. During his time at the University, Cereceres has served in 
leadership, research, administrative and supportive roles in positions that range 
from local to state offices. In a competition against other Texas applicants, he 

was the first UTEP student in six years to become a student representative for the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board’s Financial Aid Advisory Committee.
“UTEP fostered a beautiful environment for me to survive and thrive in building a 

stronger foundation every day for my future in public service,” he said.

Biological
Sciences

Kristen Aida 
Ahumada

Major:

Future Plans:
Practice medicine, 

conduct competitive 
research and one day 

reshape health care 
legislation.

Johnathan 
Andrew 
Cereceres

Major:

Future Plans:
To run his own policy firm or become chief of 
staff and/or an elected official in El Paso.

Political Science and Chicano Studies
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Jose Ignacio 
Echeverri 
Alegre

Katherine  
Heidi Fehr

Major:

Future Plans:

Future Plans:

Attend Baylor College of 
Medicine and pursue a 
career as a physician.

Attend graduate school, 
work as an engineering 
professional for a while, 
then work in academia as a 
researcher and professor.

Biological Sciences and 
Psychology

Major:
Graduated in December 
2018 with a B.S. in 
Mechanical Engineering

From the first day of class, Jose Ignacio Echeverri Alegre 
was in awe of the numerous research opportunities UTEP 
offered to freshmen. By the second week of school, he 
had immersed himself in learning research techniques. 
Throughout his undergraduate career, he has worked in 
labs studying HIV/AIDS with the Department of Biological 
Sciences, and drugs of abuse with the Department of 
Psychology. Echeverri Alegre served as treasurer for the 
American Society for Microbiology UTEP student chapter, 
which led to numerous opportunities to volunteer with 
community organizations. 

“It is because of UTEP that I have become a person who 
loves to teach and learn from others,” he said.

Katherine Heidi Fehr is passionate about 
supporting and advocating for women in 
engineering. As a UTEP Miner, she served as 
an engineering ambassador and later the vice 
president and president of the Society of Women 
Engineers (SWE), where she helped coordinate the 
College of Engineering’s outreach efforts. Under 
her leadership, she doubled the number of officers 
within the organization in order to provide more 
UTEP students with leadership opportunities. Fehr 
worked on campus at the W.M. Keck Center for 
3D Innovation and during the summers interned 
at three Fortune 500 companies: Lockheed Martin 
Aeronautics, Ford Motor Company and Cummins.

“My time at UTEP has equipped me with a 
strong education, refined leadership skills and 
opportunities to learn about myself and my career 
aspirations,” she said.

Hazael  
Hernandez

Major:

Future Plans:
Attend medical school at 
The University of Texas 
Medical Branch (UTMB) 
and become a physician-
scientist.

Biochemistry and Cellular 
and Molecular Biochemistry

Moved by the socioeconomic and health 
disparities many face in the Paso del Norte region, 
Hazael Hernandez’s mission has been to serve 
disadvantaged populations through medical 
research and care. He joined the Research Initiative 
for Scientific Enhancement (RISE) Program at 
UTEP, where he has been actively involved with 
research and projects that focus on the El Paso and 
Juárez communities’ health. After the devastating 
hurricanes that impacted Houston and Puerto Rico, 
Hernandez authored a paper published in the journal 
Microbiology that took a public health angle and 
detailed how environmental disasters impact fungal 
infection outbreaks. 

“I consider the rigor and breadth of my research 
background from UTEP as being a defining asset for 
my clinical training and career in the future,” he said.
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Mariana 
Madero 
Guerrero

Adriana 
Camila Mares 
Villalobos

Major:

Future Plans:

Future Plans:

Pursue a professional 
career in finance. Will work 
at Helen of Troy’s corporate 
headquarters in El Paso 
and pursue a graduate 
degree in accounting.

Become a cardiologist.

Finance

Major:
Graduated in December 2018 
with a B.S. in Biological Sciences

As an international student, Mariana Madero Guerrero is 
grateful to study in the United States and to have taken 
advantage of every opportunity to set herself up for 
professional success. As a sophomore, she joined UTEP’s 
Financial Management Association and the Association of 
Latino Professionals for America. She later served as the vice 
president of both organizations. Madero Guerrero worked 
as an undergraduate research assistant for the UTEP Center 
for Interdisciplinary Health Research and Evaluation and 
participated in local and national case study competitions, the 
Helen of Troy mentorship program and an internship with the 
Helen of Troy finance department.

“Within the Miner community, I have found a key source of 
motivation as I see myself surrounded by people with whom I 
share the same ambitions and who encourage me to strive for 
greatness,” she said.

During her junior year in high school, Adriana 
Camila Mares Villalobos had such a zest for 
college and medicine that she joined UTEP’s 
Medical Professions Organization (MPO) as 
the only member who was not a UTEP student. 
A fellow member of MPO helped the eager 
17-year-old create a cardiology interest group 
on campus called the Institute of Cardiology in 
El Paso (ICEP). The group has since branched 
out to include students from the region’s 
other universities. Mares Villalobos was part 
of a research team and co-authored a paper 
published in the Journal of the American 
College of Cardiology (JACC). 

“When I was just looking for an opportunity, 
UTEP granted me many. Therefore, I will 
always be grateful to UTEP and will always be 
a proud Miner,” she said.

Maria 
Elena 
Martinez

Major:

Future Plans:
Has a job offer with 
PwC in Dallas upon 
graduation.

Accounting

Maria Elena Martinez has embraced every opportunity 
available to prepare for her career as an accountant. 
Martinez took advantage of student employment and 
worked as an undergraduate research assistant for UTEP’s 
Work with a Scientist program and Entering Student 
program. She also took part in summer internships at 
accounting firm PwC and a local internship at the certified 
public accounting firm Gibson, Ruddock, Patterson. 
The accounting major also served as the professional 
development director for UTEP’s Women in Business 
Association and as president of Beta Alpha Psi, UTEP’s 
honor society for accounting, finance and information 
system majors.  

“My experience at UTEP has been abundant with 
incredible experiences that have shaped me into the 
individual I am today, prepared me to take on the real world 
and foster success in my career path,” she said.
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Gustavo Enrique 
Velez-Arce

10
Terrific

Gustavo Enrique Velez-Arce went straight from UTEP to Wall 
Street upon graduating in December 2018. During his time as 
a student, he was awarded several opportunities, such as a 
summer internship with JP Morgan Chase and Co. and the 
Harvard Business School Summer Venture in Management 
program. Velez-Arce also served as the president of 
UTEP’s Financial Management Association (FMA) and the 
FMA Investor’s Club. As president, he helped establish 
the Finance Scholars Program, the first student-led 
investment fund at UTEP that provides students the 
opportunity of practical application of theoretical 
financial concepts and coursework.

“Being at UTEP helped me focus and provided 
an environment with multiple opportunities … All 
these different experiences helped me develop 
strong leadership skills, a passion for mentorship 
and financial services, and a solid quantitative 
background in finance,” he said.

Graduated in December 2018 
with a BBA in Finance

Major:

Future Plans:
Already landed dream job working 
as a financial analyst at JP Morgan 
Chase and Co. in New York City.

Karina Nicole Monticone credits UTEP with 
connecting her to the campus and the 
community. As a UTEP Miner, she has been 
actively involved in 12 student organizations and 
served as an officer in seven of them. Through 

these experiences, she made connections to serve the greater community by starting a 
Halloween candy drive that supplied over 350 children at local hospitals and homeless 
shelters with candy and toys. She also played card games with senior citizens during the 
holidays, spent time with terminally ill children at the Ronald McDonald House, started up 
leadership and community involvement chapters at area high schools, and established 
her own organization aimed at mentoring young girls in the El Paso area.

“I am a byproduct of UTEP’s mission to commit to excellence in professions, 
communities and the world,” she said.

Karina Nicole 
Monticone

Major:

Future Plans:
Pursue a career as a physician assistant.

Biological Sciences



LONDON CALLING T
he email about an expenses-paid 
trip to study in London in summer 
2019 was too good an opportunity for 
Daniela Quinones to ignore. 

But the fall deadline for the 
Frederick Douglass Global Fellowship 
was fast approaching and Quinones, 
a sophomore in UTEP’s rehabilitation 
sciences program, only had one week 

to create a video about her life, write an essay 
and obtain a recommendation letter from UTEP 
President Diana Natalicio.

The El Paso native already had her plate full 
serving as a collegiate senator in UTEP’s Student 
Government Association and working as a peer 
career adviser at the University Career Center.

“I never saw myself participating in study 
abroad because of the expense, but when I read 
about the Frederick Douglass Global Fellowship, I 
was determined to go for it,” said Quinones, who 
expects to graduate from UTEP in 2021.

In March 2019, Quinones was one of 10 
students in the United States out of 250 applicants 
awarded the prestigious Douglass Fellowship 
sponsored by the Council on International 
Educational Exchange and the Penn Center for 
Minority Serving Institutions.

The fellowship pays 100% of the recipients’ 
program fees and travel costs, which enables 
outstanding students from minority-serving 
institutions to participate in international 
education experiences. Quinones would travel to 
London from July 15 to Aug. 11, 2019.

“It is 
important to 
experience 
other cultures 
for yourself 
and not just 
experience 
them 
secondhand 
through social 
media,” said 
Quinones, 
an aspiring 
physical 
therapist. “I 
want to be able 
to open my eyes to perceptions and ideas that I 
never would have dreamed possible.”    

The Douglass Fellowship was designed to break 
down the barriers of cost, curriculum, and culture 
to make study abroad accessible to students from 
minority-serving institutions.

Fellows are expected to use their international 
education experiences to motivate other 
underrepresented students to pursue similar study 
abroad opportunities.

“Participation in study abroad programs helps 
students become well-rounded individuals,” said 
Gary Edens, Ed.D., vice president for student 
affairs. “Studies show that students who study 
abroad have higher GPAs and progress to degree 
completion in a more timely manner. These 
experiences increase confidence, enhance 
personal and professional skills, and prepare 
students with the skills to compete in the global 
job market.” - Laura L. Acosta  

Student Earns Study Abroad Fellowship

Quinones was 
one of 10 students 
in the United 
States out of 250 
applicants awarded 
the prestigious 
Douglass 
Fellowship. 

P
hoto by Ivan P

ierre A
guirre



The University of Texas at El Paso founded its Academy of Distinguished 
Teachers in 2019 to recognize, promote, support and reward excellence in 
teaching among UTEP’s outstanding faculty.

The academy is an intellectual clearinghouse of best practices and 
exceptional contributions of its members. Organizers want the new program 
to foster and promote improved teaching and learning, education innovation, 
and educational discourse and initiatives.

Beth Brunk-Chavez, Ph.D., dean of UTEP’s Extended University, and John 
Hadjimarcou, Ph.D., professor and chair of the Department of Marketing and 
Management, established the academy in recognition of the 10th anniversary 
of The University of Texas System Board of Regents’ Outstanding Teaching 
Awards (ROTA). 

UTEP’s previous ROTA recipients comprise the academy, which will provide 
institutional leadership in teaching excellence at the University, advise the 
Provost and President on instructional matters, deliver mentorship to UTEP 
faculty, sponsor teaching-related scholarship, and offer initiatives that 
promote diversity in teaching innovation and discourse. 

“In addition to recognizing the excellence in teaching on campus, it is 
important that the academy also provides an opportunity for members to 
share their expertise with others on campus,” said John Wiebe, Ph.D., UTEP’s 
interim Provost. “By recognizing them, we set them up for a position of 
mentorship of others who would like to learn their successful methods of 
teaching.”

Organizers plan to extend membership to other University faculty members 
who excel as teachers at the state or national levels. - Christina Rodriguez

The University of Texas 
at El Paso’s Department 
of Criminal Justice will 
welcome the first cohort into 
its new Master of Science in 
Criminology and Criminal 
Justice program during 
the fall 2019 semester. The 
Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board approved 
the new degree plan – UTEP’s 
75th master’s degree – in 
winter 2018. The department’s 
data showed that the region 
needed the advanced 
degree to address workforce 
needs among courts and 
local, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies in 
Texas and New Mexico. It also 
would satisfy interest from 
undergraduate students, meet 
an increase in minimum 
education qualifications 
for entry-level positions, 
and provide practitioners 
with opportunities for 
career advancement. The 
new multi-track program, 
which includes a curriculum 
with some border themes, 
addresses those needs.  
- Daniel Perez

CRIMINAL  
JUSTICE 
DEGREE

DISTINGUISHED 
TEACHERS

New Master’s Degree  
Available Fall 2019 

New Academy Promotes Teaching Excellence
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Kristine Garza, Ph.D., associate professor and director of the College of Science 
Advising Center, was one of more than 60 inaugural members inducted into the 
UTEP Academy of Distinguished Teachers during the 2019 Honors Convocation 
ceremony. Photo by Ivan Pierre Aguirre
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Diana Natalicio’s announcement in May 2018 of her plans to 
retire after 31 years as president of The University of Texas at El 
Paso made Wallace Hardgrove reflective.

Hardgrove, executive director of the Budget and Fiscal Policy 
Office for the County of El Paso, walked the stage during the 
fall 1988 Commencement – the first year President Natalicio 
presided over the ceremonies – to receive his bachelor’s degree 
in accounting. He was thrilled to graduate, but also excited to 
shake the hand of the University’s new President.

The native of Maine and his wife, Nohemi, a pediatric 
oncology nurse at El Paso Children’s Hospital, raised their family 
in El Paso. Through the years, he witnessed his alma mater’s 
growth, success, and the quality of its graduates. He was proud 
that both of his children would attend UTEP.

His oldest, Joshua, earned his undergraduate degree in 
biochemistry in 2014 and participated in the Centennial 

Commencement at Sun Bowl Stadium. He is a chemist in El 
Paso with Marathon Petroleum, formerly Western Refining. 

Hardgrove’s youngest child, Nichole, graduated May 18, 
2019, with a bachelor’s degree in theater arts. She will leave this 
fall for a job at Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida. Nichole 
was one of approximately 3,000 spring graduates and summer 
candidates celebrated at the weekend’s four Commencement 
ceremonies at the Don Haskins Center. The ceremonies were 
the last presided over by President Natalicio, who will retire 
before the start of the fall semester. 

“Sharing in these three ceremonies brings us great pride,” 
Wallace Hardgrove said. “We’ve all benefitted from President 
Natalicio’s leadership. We know what she and the University 
mean to the community, and we appreciate her three decades of 
service.” - Daniel Perez

Spring Commencement 2019
Family Shares in Key Natalicio-Era Graduations

Members of the Hardgrove 
family, from left, Wallace, 
Nichole and Joshua, 
participated in several 
significant Commencement 
exercises with UTEP 
President Diana Natalicio, 
center right, during her 
31 years as leader of the 
University. Photo by Ivan 
Pierre Aguirre

To see a commencement video and additional photos, 
visit www.utep.edu/magazine 
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More than 500 members of the Miner Nation gathered 
April 10, 2019, in Union Building East to say, “Thank 
you for 30” to The University of Texas at El Paso’s 
President Diana Natalicio.

UTEP faculty, staff, students and alumni wore their 
blue, limited-edition T-shirts featuring President 
Natalicio’s signature hairstyle for a commemorative 
group photo with the outgoing President, who will 
retire in August. President Natalicio, who also wore a 
“Thank You for 30” T-shirt – and a big smile – stood 
in the middle of the crowd firmly holding an orange 
pickaxe with both hands while several photos were 
taken.

She announced in May 2018 her plans to retire. In 
response, the University launched the “Thank You 
for 30” campaign Nov. 1, 2018, to celebrate President 
Natalicio’s leadership over the past 30-plus years. 

During her presidential tenure, the longest of 

CAMPUS SAYS 
‘THANK YOU  
FOR 30’ 
Photo Commemorates  
President’s 30 Years of Leadership
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College of Education

Clifton Tanabe, Ph.D., spent much of his first year as dean of UTEP’s 
College of Education pursuing methods and collaborations that would 
enhance his college’s teacher preparation programs. Looking back, 
he is pleased with the progress the college has made and is excited 
about the future.

Tanabe, who started his second year in office in July 2019, said that 
the initial steps would elevate and accelerate The University of Texas 
at El Paso’s commitment to build a supply of bilingual and bicultural 
teacher candidates who can meet the needs of underserved and low-
income students, especially English language learners.

While there are many moving parts to his plan, which relies on input 
from fellow administrators, faculty and students, Tanabe pointed to 
two efforts that will pay quick dividends.

In November 2018, the college secured a three-year, $300,000 
grant from the University-School Partnerships for the Renewal of 
Educator Preparation, or US PREP, a national organization that has 
built a network of partner institutions that shares best practices in 
teacher preparation. The college requested technical assistance 
to better align its program with the Texas Teacher Evaluation and 
Support System as well as aspects of professional development, 
conceptual support for year-long clinical experiences, and valid survey 
instruments that the college can administer to graduating students, 
new teachers and administrators. 

The following month, Tanabe and 20 college staff and faculty 
members participated in an informational “bus tour” of six Ysleta 
Independent School District campuses. The tour allowed the UTEP 
cohort to observe, listen and learn more about the district, its 
employees, and the students they serve. The goal was for both sides 
to gain a better understanding of the real issues educators face, 
which would lead to directed research, better teacher preparation and 
superior education outcomes. 

“You don’t have to be around El Paso very long to realize the 
importance of the University’s mission, especially the work of the 
College of Education,” Tanabe said. “I look forward to working with my 
colleagues in the college and our neighboring school districts to serve 
the students and the community better every day.” 
 - Daniel Perez

Teacher Prep Enhancements Excite Education Dean 

any current public research university 
president in the country, UTEP has 
earned national and international acclaim 
for successfully preparing historically 
underserved students to compete in a 
global economy, pursue graduate studies, 
conduct world-class research, and give 
back to their communities and the nation.

Her vision and commitment to 
access and excellence culminated in the 
University attaining an R1 designation 
(top tier doctoral university with very 
high research activity) in the Carnegie 
Classification of Institutions of Higher 
Education in December 2018.

To learn more about the “Thank You 
for 30” campaign or to give a gift, visit 
30.utep.edu. - Victor R. Martinez

Photo by J.R
. H

ernandez

Administrators and faculty members from UTEP’s College of Education 
rode school buses to visit various Ysleta Independent School District 
campuses as part of an informational bus tour to observe, listen and learn 
to gain a better understanding of the real issues that educators face. Photo 
by Daniel Perez
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UTEP ROTC
Program Remains Strong, Relevant at 70

Sgt. Jose A. Herrera was a combat medic assigned to a special 
operations unit at Fort Bliss, Texas, when he decided to risk who 
he was for who he could be by separating from the U.S. Army and 
enrolling in The University of Texas at El Paso’s Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps.

The ROTC program, which turned 70 during the 2018-19 
academic year, celebrated the milestone during its annual Military 
Ball in April 2019 at the Grace Gardens Event Center in El Paso’s 
Upper Valley.

“I believe I can make bigger and better changes to the Army as 
an Army officer,” said Herrera, a junior political science major with 
a minor in intelligence and national security studies. He expects to 
graduate in spring 2020 and earn his Army 
commission. 

Herrera would join the approximately 
2,000 members of the “Fighting Miners” 
Battalion Corps of Cadets who have become 
commissioned officers since 1948. Program 
graduates include several distinguished 
alumni and members of the campus’ first 
national championship team. 

The College of Mines and Metallurgy of The 
University of Texas – now UTEP – chartered 
the ROTC program in July 1948. The first 
classes started two months later. Through the 
years, the program has earned a reputation 
for its development of resource management, 
executive abilities and professional ethics. Students also learn 
about rappelling, communications, weapons familiarization, 
marksmanship, drill and ceremonies, land navigation, map reading 

and tactics. This is in addition to physical fitness and community 
service. The program currently enrolls about 100 cadets.

The ROTC’s five-man rifle team won the William Randolph Hearst 
rifle matches, UTEP’s first national championship, 
in February 1954. The competition pitted the 
Miners against 1,600 other U.S. college teams.

Some notable cadet graduates include 
veteran network news correspondent Sam 
Donaldson (B.A. Telecommunications, 1955) 
and Army Maj. Gen. (retired) James Maloney 
(B.S. Civil Engineering, 1954), who commanded 
Fort Bliss from 1982 to 1985. The University 
named them Outstanding Ex-Students (now 
called Distinguished Alumni) in 1976 and 1983, 
respectively. Overall, the program has produced 
six two-star generals. 

The first female cadets enrolled in the Miners 
battalion in 1973. Carol A. Rogers (B.S. Criminal 

Justice, 1976) was the first woman to earn her commission into the 
Army Reserve. The next year, Pamela Patten (B.S. Speech Pathology 
and Audiology, 1977) was the first female to earn her lieutenant’s bars 
in the regular Army.  - Daniel Perez

“I believe I can 
make bigger and 
better changes to 

the Army as an 
Army officer.”

Sgt. Jose A. Herrera

A trio of UTEP’s ROTC cadets helped 
the program celebrate its 70 years of 
existence at the annual Military Ball in April 
2019 at the Grace Gardens Events Center. 
Photos by J.R. Hernandez
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events 
calendar

Miners Assist Refugees in El Paso

Volunteers affiliated with The University of Texas at El Paso have 
assisted some of the thousands of refugees from Central America and 
Mexico who have streamed into El Paso since late 2018.

On their own time, these helpers organized, prepared and served 
meals; beautified holding areas; wove shoelaces; arranged medical 
services; and provided transportation to some migrants to be with their 
sponsors as they await their asylum hearings.

Many of the Miners said they helped because they felt a moral and 
ethical duty to help those in need. 

Kerry Doyle, director of the Stanlee and Gerald Rubin Center for the 
Visual Arts, contacted local artists and museum and gallery colleagues 
to paint murals and donate artwork to beautify a drab warehouse that 
would shelter up to 1,500 detainees at a time. 

On a different front, Todd Curry, Ph.D., assistant professor of political 
science, organized medical professionals to care for refugees, and 
solicited donations of medical supplies and medications. His efforts 
helped lead to the creation of the El Paso Refugee Health Care Provider 
Coalition.

One of the unique efforts was a “shoelace factory” started by Yolanda 
Leyva, Ph.D., associate professor of history and director of UTEP’s 
Institute of Oral History. University students and employees met 
weekly after hours to create shoelaces for the refugees, who must 
surrender their shoelaces and belts when they enter the custody of U.S. 
authorities.

“While we could probably find cheap shoelaces online, the act of 
sitting down for 30 minutes or an hour to intentionally do something 
that will help another human being is what is impactful to our students 
and colleagues,” Leyva said. - Daniel Perez

SHOELACE FACTORY

From Metallica to Minerpalooza, 
the UTEP Events Calendar is the No. 
1 online source for all University 
events. Since June 2018, more than 
65,000 users have searched the site 
for 800 events from visiting lecturers, 
art exhibits and UTEP student 
showcases to high-profile concerts at 
the Don Haskins Center and Sun Bowl 
Stadium.

“The UTEP Events Calendar has 
been extremely successful in its first 
year,” said Estrella Escobar, associate 
vice president for external relations 
and communications. “The number 
of users continues to grow as more 
events are posted. We have been very 
pleased with the feedback about the 
calendar’s ease of usability and the 
enhancement of features, including a 
new option to bundle events into one 
page, such as for Homecoming or the 
academic calendar.”

The calendar can be accessed at 
events.utep.edu. Users can search 
for events by college or school, 
date, venue, and keyword or type 
of event such as arts and culture, 
career development or athletics. The 
University has linked the calendar 
to UTEP’s interactive Campus Map 
to help users find the location of an 
event or where to park. 
 - Laura L. Acosta 

UTEP EVENTS
CALENDAR

LENDING A HAND

First Year is a Success 

University students and employees met weekly after hours to create shoelaces 
for the refugees, who must surrender their shoelaces and belts when they 
enter the custody of U.S. authorities. Photo courtesy of Yolanda Leyva.

The calendar can be accessed  
at events.utep.edu. 
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Two events in spring 2019 highlighted 
The University of Texas at El Paso’s role 
in producing top talent and world-class 
research.

UTEP hosted the inaugural TEDxUTEP 
in February. With more than 400 students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and community 
members in attendance, TEDxUTEP is now 
the region’s largest TEDx event. Eleven 
speakers with ties to UTEP were featured, 
including Grammy-award winning cellist 
Zuill Bailey, U.S. Rep. Veronica Escobar, and 
former NASA astronaut Danny Olivas. In 
addition to faculty speakers who addressed 
the audience, six alums and students from 
disciplines ranging from art to engineering 
also spoke on the topic of “Access and 
Excellence.” 

In March, UTEP participated in the 

South by Southwest trade show in Austin, 
Texas as part of the El Paso region’s annual 
effort to promote its business-friendly 
environment and innovation ecosystem. 
A team of UTEP faculty, staff and students 
showcased the University’s partnerships 
with corporations throughout the globe 
as well as research in the fields of additive 
manufacturing and space technology and 
exploration. 

“UTEP is a top tier university,” said 
Ben Gonzalez, vice president for asset 
management and development. “It is 
important to seize opportunities like TEDx 
and South by Southwest that promote the 
University’s mission, vision and capacity in 
producing world-class talent and research 
that serves our local, state and global 
community.” - Victor R. Martinez 

UTEP Hosts TEDxUTEP,  
Joins South by Southwest 

Before the UTEP School of Pharmacy 
graduates its first class in 2021, the UTEP-
UT Austin Cooperative Pharmacy Program 
(CPP) helped fill the critical need for 
pharmacists in the borderland.   

Between 1995 and 2019, CPP students 
from El Paso obtained a Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree (Pharm.D.) from The 
University of Texas at Austin’s College of 
Pharmacy while maintaining their ties to 
El Paso.

Students completed two years of 
pre-pharmacy 
coursework at 
UTEP, followed 
by two years at 
UT Austin, and 
they finished the 
last two years at 
UTEP.

In May 2019, 
the last six 
CPP graduates 
crossed the 
stage at UTEP’s 
evening 
Commencement 
ceremony, marking the end of the 24-year 
program. 

Today, more than 70% of the program’s 
164 graduates practice in the area. 

José O. Rivera, Pharm.D., founding dean 
of UTEP’s School of Pharmacy, credited 
the cooperative program with laying the 
foundation for UTEP’s new Pharm.D. 
program.

“We have provided opportunities for El 
Paso students to go into the profession 
of pharmacy, and by doing so we have 
elevated the practice of clinical pharmacy 
in the El Paso region,” he said.  
- Laura L. Acosta 

FINAL CO-OP 
COHORT
UTEP Marks End  
of Cooperative 
Pharmacy Program 

Top: Vincent Burke, left, associate professor of art who specializes in ceramics, 
demonstrates the 3D printing method used by UTEP students at the South by 
Southwest trade show in Austin in March.
 
Bottom: Zuill Bailey, Grammy Award-winning cellist and artistic director for UTEP’s 
Center for Arts Entrepreneurship, shares his life experiences with the audience 
in-between performing selections from the Bach “Cello Suites” at the inaugural 
TEDxUTEP event in February.

Photo by Laura Trejo

Photo by Ivan Pierre A
guirreToday, more 

than 70% of 
the program’s 
164 graduates 
practice in the 
area. 
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DRONE COMPETITION UTEP Hosts Inaugural 
U.S. Army Student Drone 
Design Event

The University of Texas at El Paso’s status as 
a leader in the development of unmanned 
aerial systems technology served as a 
backdrop when the campus hosted the U.S. 
Army Combat Capabilities Development 
Command’s (CCDC) inaugural student 
unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) design 
competition April 24 at Sun Bowl Stadium.

In a competition challenge offered to 
more than 1,700 U.S. universities, the top 11 
university teams, which included a UTEP 
team, traveled to El Paso for the finals. 
Each team presented concepts and flew 
prototypes that addressed UAV technology 
gaps based on real-world challenges faced 
by Army researchers. 

UTEP was selected as the host site based 
on its commitment to engaging in top tier 
research activity in the realm of unmanned 
aerial systems. Preparation for the 
competition involved months of planning 
between the College of Engineering and 
various campus units along with the U.S. 
Army and Great Minds in STEM.   

In addition to challenging undergraduate 
students to propose solutions to real 
technological challenges faced by the U.S. 
Army, the competition also allowed CCDC to 
introduce students to the scope and impact 
of Army science and technology careers, 
and fostered diversity of thought among the 
country’s current and future innovators.

The UTEP student drone team — which 
included Kristtian Busquets, John Gamboa, 
Rocio Lopez Terrazas, Moises Navarro, 
Zack Nieto, Dania Orozco, Jacquelin 
Prieto and Richard Reyes — prepared for 
the competition by engaging in various 
aspects of drone engineering. Within 
the team there were five students from 
mechanical engineering, two from electrical 
engineering and one from industrial 
engineering. Together, they conducted 
soldering, 3D printing, safety analysis and 
other tasks. 

Michael McGee, Ph.D., a research 
associate for UTEP’s NASA MIRO Center for 
Space Exploration and Technology Research 
(cSETR), oversaw the students’ work. He 
said the competition offered a tremendous 
opportunity to highlight the importance 
of engineering students in the campus’ 
progress on critical future technology.

The UTEP team won second place at 
the competition. Other top finishers at the 
event included the Interamerican University 
of Puerto Rico (first place); the University 
of Illinois at Chicago (third place); and 
Spelman College of Atlanta, Georgia (fourth 
place). - Pablo Villa

Inset: The UTEP student 
team takes its turn during 

the U.S. Army Combat 
Capabilities Development 

Command’s (CCDC) 
inaugural student UAV 

design competition.  

To see a video about the drone competition, visit www.utep.edu/magazine 

UTEP engineering students Kristtian Busquets, left, and Richard Reyes prepare their team's drone 
for flight during the U.S. Army Combat Capabilities Development Command’s (CCDC) inaugural 
student UAV design competition April 24, 2019, at Sun Bowl Stadium. Photos by Ivan Pierre Aguirre 
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Ruey (Kelvin) Cheu, Ph.D., professor of civil engineering, hopes to improve 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) airport checkpoints as the lead 
investigator of an operations research and systems analysis project conducted 
by the Center for Accelerating Operational Efficiency at Arizona State University 
(ASU), a U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Center of Excellence. 

The work is being conducted as part of a $3.85 million grant from the DHS 
Science and Technology Directorate. The amount represents the first-year value 
of a 10-year award. 

Cheu is working with students from UTEP and Arizona State to create 
simulation models of terminals located inside Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport. The team bases its simulations on real-world DHS data to help 
researchers determine the optimum number of transportation security officers 
(TSOs) based on the number of travelers at a given checkpoint at a given time of 
day. These simulations were validated by a team of ASU capstone students who 
worked alongside TSOs to validate the models. The data helps lines flow more 
quickly, allocates limited TSA resources efficiently, and maintains the safety of 
passengers and crew members. 

“With this project, specifically, we will be expected to improve the security 
of our country,” Cheu said. “In this case, it’s to make the TSA operations 
at our airports more efficient. We are able to detect, track and minimize 
inconvenience to travelers. But also, we help TSA make more efficient use of its 
resources and budget to maximize the safety of our country.” - Pablo Villa

Improving Airport 
Efficiency
UTEP Civil Engineering Professor,  
Student Researchers Study TSA Checkpoints

In 1919, some top students at the Texas College of 
Mines and Metallurgy (TCM), now The University 
of Texas at El Paso, formed the Alpha Phi Omega 
(APO) Engineering and Geology Social Fraternity. 
It was the first campus fraternity, and its members 
quickly earned a reputation for their mischief as 
much as their intelligence.

The APO legend includes its rigorous off-
campus initiations that included dressing in 
costumes to panhandle for money in Downtown 
El Paso, and its pranks such as leaving a live 
alligator in a professor’s office and entering a pig 
in a campus beauty contest. 

Historians credit the 100-year-old fraternity 
with starting many of the college’s early traditions 
such as TCM Day, a celebration of campus history 
held every spring. 

An APO faculty sponsor invested some of the 
fraternity’s income to serve as the foundation 
for the APO Alumni Group’s Endowment Fund, 
now worth more than $206,000. Interest from 
the account provides three to four scholarships 
annually for UTEP engineering and geology 
undergraduates who are involved in their colleges. 
Since 1991, the APO Alumni Group has provided 
almost $102,500 in scholarships to 90 students. 
That largesse will continue for years to come.

Gabby Gandara, assistant dean for engineering 
student success, said the endowment is an 
example of how the fraternity continues to affect 
the University. He said it underscores the APO’s 
efforts to build school spirit, camaraderie among 
peers, and a sense of social responsibility. 

The APO Alumni Group plans to have a 100th 
anniversary reunion Oct. 3-5, 2019, during UTEP’s 
Homecoming festivities. - Daniel Perez

MINER MEMORY: 
UTEP’s Oldest Fraternity 
Turns 100

Willie Quinn, a 1954 graduate of Texas Western 
College, now UTEP, pledged into the Alpha Phi Omega 
Social Fraternity in 1951. He is shown holding a photo 
of the 1952 APO pledge class. Photo by J.R. Hernandez Kelvin Cheu, Ph.D., center, UTEP professor of civil engineering, stands outside 

of El Paso International Airport with his undergraduate student researchers, 
Sarah Ponce de Leon, left, and Emiliano Ruiz. Cheu has worked for the last 
eight months to improve airport checkpoints as the lead investigator of an 
operations research and systems analysis project conducted by the Center for 
Accelerating Operational Efficiency at Arizona State University. Photo by J.R. 
Hernandez 

To see a video about this project, check out www.utep.edu/magazine 
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Some art students at The University of Texas at El 
Paso are putting a 21st-century twist on ceramics, 
one of civilization’s oldest art forms. The results are 
creations that are intricate, imaginative and a little 
controversial among the artists.

About 20 students created approximately 180 
vessels of different shapes and sizes using special 
computer software and a ceramics 3D printer for 
a spring 2019 exhibit in UTEP’s Stanlee and Gerald 
Rubin Center for the Visual Arts. While many 
students saw the new tools as an exciting challenge, 
others considered them a betrayal of traditional 
methods to create the centuries old craft, such as a 
potter’s wheel and a pair of strong hands.  

Vincent Burke, associate professor of art who 
specializes in ceramics, said the technology is part 
of a natural evolution in artistic practices and a 
dynamic intersection of fine art, science and the 
humanities.  

“Our new 3D printer is an incredible tool that 
will provide our students with a great opportunity 
to learn a new skill that more and more artists are 
using around the world,” Burke said. “It’s a game 
changer for us. The key is using it in the service 
of art and ideas that reflect our unique individual 
voices.”

Ronald Rael and Virgina San Fratello donated 

3D Ceramics

the printer and 
software in 
gratitude for the 
time and effort 
that UTEP art 
students gave to 
harvest and test 
local clays for 
them. The pair 
are architects, 
academics in 
higher education 
and co-founders 
of Emerging 
Objects, a San 
Francisco-
based company 
that specializes in innovative 3D printing solutions for buildings, interiors and 
environments. 

Among those who used the printer was Dina Edens-Perlasca, Burke’s teaching 
assistant at the time. Edens-Perlasca, who earned her bachelor’s degree in 
ceramics and metalsmithing in December 2018, said she was excited about 
assembling the 3D printer, learning how to use it and then sharing that knowledge 
with others.

“I’m used to using my hands for ceramics, but this (printer) is an exciting new 
tool that can be used in so many different ways,” she said. “I used it as soon as I 
could. It really blew my mind.” - Daniel Perez

Printer Creates New Options for UTEP Art Students

UTEP Civil Engineering Professor,  
Student Researchers Study TSA Checkpoints

Vincent Burke, associate professor of art, helped 
the Department of Art secure a ceramics 3D printer 
that about 20 students used along with a computer 
program to create unique vessels that were part of 
an exhibit at the Stanlee and Gerald Rubin Center 
for the Visual Arts. Photos by Daniel Perez 
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Linda Cheruiyot heads into her final season as a 
cross country runner for The University of Texas at 
El Paso with a tough act to follow. 

After all, the senior runner capped the 2018 
campaign by helping the Miners make history. 
The UTEP women won their first-ever conference 
championship at the Conference USA meet in Boca 
Raton, Florida. A quartet of Miners were among the 
race’s top six finishers, with Cheruiyot staking claim 
to the top spot as individual champion.  

Despite those lofty achievements – which 
have come with a commensurate number of 
accolades such as being named Conference USA 
Cross Country Athlete of the Year, first team All-
Conference USA and All-Region – Cheruiyot is 
looking for more in 2019. 

“Being part of the first championship team is 
so awesome,” said Cheruiyot, who also enjoyed 
a successful spring as part of the Miners’ track 
and field squad, including a gold-medal run 
in the 3,000-meter race at the C-USA Indoor 
Championships. “It motivates me and motivates 
my team. I’m looking forward to cross country. 
Hopefully, I’m going to be in the top 10 nationally. 
I’m looking forward to winning as a team. We have 
started (a winning tradition) and we need to keep it 
going.”

To that end, Cheruiyot has approached her 
summer training with a vigor befitting the returning 
C-USA individual champion. She does it in a setting 
that has provided a welcoming environment since 
her arrival from Sing’ore Girls High School in Metkei, 
Kenya. Cheruiyot said the best thing about UTEP is 
the people. Here, Cheruiyot has found a community 
led by her head coach, Paul Ereng, that embraces 
her and continually pushes her and the Miners to 
succeed through a unified effort. 

“The reason last year’s team was so successful, 
I can say, is teamwork,” Cheruiyot said. “We were 
working closely together, practicing and supporting 
each other. The main goal this year, again, is to win 
the championship.” - Pablo Villa

“The reason last year’s team 
was so successful, I can say, 
is teamwork ...”

UTEP Runner Hopes to Surpass Raised Expectations

Linda 
Cheruiyot

38 THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO



39utep.edu 

During a 2018 season replete with change for The 
University of Texas at El Paso football team, there 
was one constant – Quardraiz Wadley. 

The then-junior running back was a dependable 
cog in the Miner offense, rushing for 90 or more 
yards in four games and averaging 5.1 yards per 
carry for first-year head coach Dana Dimel. In 2019, 
Wadley hopes to lend consistency to a team eager 
to find its footing and build on the modest success 
it experienced last season. But while the senior 
said familiarity will help lift the Miners this year, he 
hopes to venture into uncharted territory. 

“My goals for this year are to rush for at least 1,000 
yards,” Wadley said, and, without skipping a beat, “to 
reach a bowl game, because I’ve never been to one.”

While this may seem like a tall task for a team 
coming off a one-win campaign, Wadley said 
there is reason for optimism. The Miners have 
been bolstered by a full year of work under the new 
coaching staff. Proficiency is building, confidence 
abounds and, Wadley said, there is reason for fans 
to be excited, particularly about an offense featuring 
him and several returning starters. 

“Fans can expect to see a lot more grit and 
determination to win,” Wadley said. “We’re trying to 
change the culture around here. They should come 
out and see the show and see everything change.”

The native of Kennedale, Texas, who was 
named Class 4A Player of the Year in 2015, said he 
is embracing his emergence as a leader. Wadley 
started 10 games last season and is the elder 
statesman in a stable of talented young running 
backs, including El Paso product Deion Hankins 
from Parkland High School. Having that abundance 
of talent around him is a motivating force for 
Wadley. 

“My relationship with the other running backs is 
pretty good. We’re like a family, a little brotherhood,” 
Wadley said. “They all look up to me. They look to 
me for advice. I’m here to help them just as much as 
they’re here to help me.” -  Pablo Villa

Quardraiz 
Wadley 
Senior Hopes Final Season is a Run to Remember

“Fans can expect to 
see a lot more grit and 
determination to win.” 
To see video interviews with Cheruiyot and Wadley, visit www.utep.edu/magazine 

Photos by J.R
. H

ernandez
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Ben Wallis 
New Coach Looks to Instill Passion, 
Energy Into UTEP Volleyball

New UTEP head coach Ben Wallis has a 
passion for volleyball. The energetic Wallis 
was hired to bring a winning program to 
the Sun City after experiencing a wealth of 
success with his previous employer, Interstate 
10 rival New Mexico State University.

Wallis spent the last six years in Las 
Cruces as associate head coach. The Aggies 
averaged 22.7 wins during his tenure.

Wallis is looking to stamp the UTEP 
program with a similar run of excellence. 
That starts with buy-in from the players to 
Wallis’ newly installed philosophy.

“[The players are] putting in the extra 
effort,” Wallis said. “They’re putting in the 
extra time and watching the extra video. 
Those are things that we explained to them, 
that they have to do if they want to be good 
and want to be competitive quickly. I’m 
really proud of the effort they are putting in 
it now, three-and-a-half months into this. It 

shows that they care and want to do well.”
The El Paso community has shown great 

support for the UTEP volleyball program 
in the past, and Wallis wants to continue 
building on that. 

“The fans will see a team that has a strong 
desire to win, but they can also expect to 
see a team that interacts with them,” he 
said. “We’re going to leave our players on 
the floor and let them talk to our supporters. 
We’re going to be out in the community, 
and we’ve already gone to several events 
and let our players interact with the El Paso 
community.”

El Paso is known as a hard-working, blue-
collar type of town. With many collegiate 
programs utilizing hashtags to define 
their team’s culture, Wallis has adopted 
#HardHatHaven. 

“We laid out some things that a Miner 
exemplifies to them,” Wallis said. “Like the 
light on top of your hard hat. That was the 
thing that I wore into our first meeting, that 
hard hat. I said, ‘This hat that I have on top 
of my head is what we will exemplify in the 
way we practice and the way we train.’ This 
is the hard hat haven and the home to blue-
collar grinders.”- Drew Bonney

Kathryn Balogun
New Era of UTEP Soccer Starts 

There is going to be a new woman in charge 
at The University of Texas at El Paso this 
fall … on the soccer pitch. UTEP hired 
defensive-minded Kathryn Balogun to be 
the program’s head coach.

The Colorado native brings with her a 
wealth of experience as a successful head 
coach at Texas Southern University in 
Houston, and from stints as assistant soccer 
coach at Alabama State University and 
Auburn University at Montgomery (AUM).

UTEP announced that it hired Balogun 
on Dec. 10, 2018. She spent five years with 
the Texas Southern Tigers, where she built 
a 31-13-6 record in league play and took 
her teams to the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference tournament every year. 

“We will be extremely organized 
defensively,” said Balogun, who believes her 
style of play will get the Miners back to the 
Conference USA postseason tournament. “I 
think that’s a really important key because 
defense wins championships.”

She also mentioned looking forward to 
seeing the “awesome” fan base at University 
Field.

“We’re really excited to get those fans back 

to see what we’re bringing in and how we’ll 
continue to grow the program,” Balogun 
said. “We want to make them proud moving 
forward.”

The new head coach also is pleased that her 
former players are successful academically 
with a 100% graduation rate. She sees the 
soccer field as another classroom. 

“I love being a mentor and I love leading 
women to become who they were destined 
to be,” she said. 

Balogun, a solid recruiter throughout 
Texas, said she is excited about the level of 
local talent and looks forward to establishing 
relationships with players and programs 
throughout El Paso.

The new coach was a four-year starter at 
Campbell University in Buies Creek, North 
Carolina, from 2004 to 2008. The three-time 
captain with the Camels earned multiple 
second team All-Atlantic Sun Conference 
honors and played in the 2005 NCAA 
tournament. 

The student athlete earned her bachelor’s 
degree in athletic training from Campbell 
and her Master of Education in sports 
management from Auburn University at 
Montgomery.

The Balogun era starts Aug. 22, 2019, 
against Wyoming at University Field. 
 - Drew Bonney

To see video interviews with the new coaches, visit www.utep.edu/magazine 
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The UTEP football team’s improvement in Year 
1 under coach Dana Dimel can be measured 
incrementally. The Miners scored nearly 
six more points per game than they did the 
previous season. They allowed four fewer 
points per contest.

Overall, the 2018 Miners were simply much 
more competitive than the 2017 edition. They 
were in position to win entering the fourth 
quarter in five of eight Conference USA games, 
before succumbing to a lack of depth due to a 
team afflicted with a multitude of injuries.

This year, a return to health would be a good 
start toward finishing off some of those close 
contests and winning more games.

It all starts up front, and UTEP has a chance 
to field a solid offensive line in 2019.

“We have the ingredients,” Dimel said. “If we 
can get our top 10 (linemen) on the field for 
our first game versus Houston Baptist, we can 
line up and look pretty darned salty.” 

The Miners return eight players who have 
combined to make 84 starts in the line, 
including Derron Gatewood and Greg Long, 
who were sidelined for all of last season. With 
Quardraiz Wadley looking to build on a 1,000-
yard rushing career, UTEP has the foundation 
to be very good on offense.

Defensively, UTEP needs to replace several 
starters while overhauling the secondary. 
The strength of the defense should be its line, 
anchored by seniors Denzel Chukwukelu and 
Chris Richardson, and sophomore Dedrick 
Simpson.  

“I really feel like if we can continue to 
progress in the fall like we did in the spring, 
we can be as good as we were on defense last 
season,” Dimel said. “And if we improve our 
number of sacks and turnovers [forced], we 
can take it to the next level.”

The Miners kick off the 2019 campaign 
Aug. 31 against Houston Baptist University in 
Sun Bowl Stadium. Other home dates include 
games against the University of Nevada (Sept. 
21), The University of Texas at San Antonio 
(Oct. 5), Louisiana Tech University (Oct. 26), 
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
(Nov. 9) and Rice University (Nov. 30).

UTEP football season tickets are on sale by 
calling 915-747-6150. 

“I know the passion for UTEP football is 
there in the community,” Dimel said. “Come 
out to the stadium and support these kids. 
Your presence will really help in getting this 
thing turned around.” - Jeff Darby

Miner Football 
Team Aiming for Continued Strides in Year 2 Under Dimel

UTEP football 
season  
tickets  
are on sale  
by calling  
915-747-6150. 
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UTEP’s research promise has paid off 
with an R1 designation.  

Now, the campus looks to continue the 
momentum by drawing on its strengths.

By Pablo Villa

T R AV E R S I N G  T H E
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Photo by Ivan Pierre Aguirre
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a deft pen stroke, UTEP President 
Diana Natalicio staked a significant 
mile marker in the progress of 
the most recent stark physical 
transformation on The University  
of Texas at El Paso campus.

With

On Feb. 11, 2019, President Natalicio affixed her signature to an orange 
flag adorned with a rooster to celebrate the “topping out” — the 
completion of the major structural elements — of the Interdisciplinary 
Research Building (IDRB). The $85 million, 150,000-square-foot facility 
is undergoing construction and is expected to open in 2020. When 
completed, the sleek addition to the campus’ western fringe will 
overlook the “Mining Minds” pickaxe sculpture at the University Avenue 
roundabout. More importantly, it will enhance the level and capability of 
research conducted on campus. 

Construction of a gleaming, new structure devoted to research 
would be the featured cause célèbre of most university campuses 
during a given academic year. For UTEP it is one of a pair of highly 
visible changes. The other notable distinction is unseen but undeniably 
perceptible: the fall 2019 semester marks the first time UTEP enters a full 
academic year with its designation as an R1 top tier research university 
in the Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education. UTEP 
is one of only 131 (4.5%) universities among the 2,883 four-year higher 
education institutions across the U.S. to earn this distinction. UTEP was 
recognized with this prominent designation in December 2018. 

“This Carnegie R1 classification strongly 
validates UTEP’s success in delivering on our 
innovative access and excellence mission, 
which places a high priority on ensuring that 
research excellence always be accompanied 
by a deep and sustained access commitment,” 
President Natalicio said. “The R1 designation 
also powerfully affirms the stature of UTEP 
faculty researchers, the quality of their 
innovative work, and their competitiveness 
in securing funding to support it. Our faculty 
understand that engaging our students, 
both graduate and especially undergraduate, 
in this growing research activity at UTEP 
provides outstanding learning opportunities 
for our students and raises their aspirations 
to pursue advanced degrees and research 
careers.”

The Climb to R1

UTEP’s arrival at this juncture has been 
incremental, steady and strategic, with the 
advantage of strong and visionary central 
leadership throughout the past 30 years.  

The Carnegie Classification process 
analyzes higher education institutions in 
the United States on the basis of such factors 
as research expenditures, undergraduate 
and graduate instructional programs, 
enrollment profile, size and setting, and basic 
classification. The Carnegie Classification 
has been a framework that has recognized 
and described U.S. higher education 
institutions for more than 45 years. The 
Carnegie Commission on Higher Education’s 
unique classification system of colleges and 
universities supports its program of research 
and policy analysis and is an important 
framework widely used in the study of 
institutions of higher education.

When President Natalicio began her tenure 
as UTEP’s leader in 1988, the University 
boldly set a goal of expanding the scope and 
quality of research activity and increasing 
the number of doctoral programs. Since then, 
annual research expenditures have grown 
from $6 million to $95 million, and doctoral 
degree options have increased from a single 
program in geology to 22 programs offered 
by all colleges and schools across the campus. 

Roberto Osegueda, Ph.D., vice president 
for research, has played a key leadership role 
in this UTEP research success story. Under 
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"This R1 status reflects 
UTEP’s abiding commitment 
to excellence in our 
education and research 
mission, and in the quality of 
our faculty and graduates."
Roberto Osegueda, Ph.D., vice president for research
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170
PROGRAMS

74 Bachelor’s, 74 Master’s and 22 Doctoral. Nine 
colleges and schools, including traditional and 

online programs, offer the degrees.

$91MILLION
Annual research expenditures in FY 2018

MILLION

$310
Total grant portfolio in  

FY 2018

42%
of graduating seniors
Reported they had 
participated in an on-
campus research or 
scholarly project with 
UTEP faculty

3
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 #

In Texas 
for federal 
research 

expenditures 
per tenured/
tenure-track 

faculty member 
at public 

universities, 
after  UT Austin 
and Texas A&M

his guidance, the Office of Research and 
Sponsored Projects has provided strong and 
creative support to faculty and staff members 
as they prepare their proposals and, once 
funded, as they conduct the research 
and manage the myriad accounting and 
reporting documentation requirements.

“We are honored and energized by 
UTEP’s designation as a Carnegie R1 top 
tier institution,” Osegueda said. “UTEP is 
committed to recruiting and fostering 
the development of outstanding faculty 
members, nearly two-thirds of whom are 
now engaged in externally funded research 
activity. Because of their efforts, UTEP 
ranks third in federal research spending per 
tenured and tenure-track faculty members 
among all public universities in Texas, after 
UT Austin and Texas A&M. This R1 status 
reflects UTEP’s abiding commitment to 
excellence in our education and research 
mission, and in the quality of our faculty 
and graduates. We are confident this 
recognition will bolster our ongoing efforts 
to drive innovation and technology through 
high-level research, and augment the El 
Paso-Juárez region’s economic development 
efforts.”

John S. Wiebe, Ph.D., UTEP’s interim 
provost, said faculty, staff and students have 
all had a hand in the research feat, which 
UTEP attained through a stoic doggedness 
that befits an institution with a unique 
student demographic.

“It’s remarkable that we have been able 
to realize a collective vision of a new model 
for the national research university – one 
that doesn’t sacrifice access in the name of 
excellence, but instead pursues excellence 
in the service of access,” Wiebe said. “It 
has taken ingenuity, dedication to student 
success, and a whole lot of hard work.”

Reaping the Benefits

With the growth of the research enterprise at 
UTEP have come benefits for its students. 

The R1 designation is relevant to the 
more than 25,000 students on campus 
partly because it enhances the value of their 
degrees. This formal distinction puts UTEP 
in a class of institutions with international 
name recognition.  

“When students apply to graduate 
school or major employers, that name 

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

In the last 30 years, the number of doctoral programs 
offered at UTEP grew to 22 from 1, representing each of 
the University's colleges and schools. The number of 
doctoral students enrolled increased to 921 from 16.

45utep.edu 



46 THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

recognition translates into opportunities for the students,” Wiebe 
said. “Meanwhile, the progress behind the designation is important 
because it allows our students access to enriched academic 
experiences — chances to earn money on campus while they apply 
what they learn in classes to their work in externally funded research 
labs, and chances to attend top-notch doctoral programs here in El 
Paso.”

Wiebe added that the El Paso region also benefits from having 
a top tier doctoral research university. UTEP’s research strength is 
critical to the economic development of the region, both from a 
technological standpoint and in preparation for the steadily evolving 
workforce needs of the 21st century. 

“The R1 designation is relevant to the community for many of the 
same reasons it is relevant to our students,” Wiebe said. “First and 
foremost, the vast majority of our students are in the community. In 
addition, the University is a major economic driver for the region. 
Its success and prominence brings international attention to the 
community, along with financial investment from the state and 
federal governments, major foundations, corporations and other 
sources.”

UTEP newly elected Student Government Association President 
Jessica Martinez said part of the organization’s mission is to work 
closely with President Natalicio and other UTEP administrators to 
enhance opportunities for the campus’ diverse student population. 

“The Student Government Association serves as the official 
governing body of students at UTEP,” Martinez said. “SGA promotes 
students’ engagement in both academic (curricular) and co-
curricular pursuits. We are extremely proud of the hard work of the 
faculty, staff, and students in achieving this top tier designation. With 
this designation, students now have access to more opportunities to 
receive grants, apply for greater student employment opportunities, 
and even participate in student travel professional development 
experiences in research and non-research areas. This designation 
ties in directly with the University’s mission of access and excellence. 
Students from our community, at the graduate and especially 
undergraduate level, regardless of their personal background, 
have access to top research activity extremely close to home. 
UTEP provides the tools to prepare us for our future careers and 
endeavors. With our excellent faculty and staff, degree and research 
opportunities, and a strong emphasis on student success, UTEP 
graduates have a competitive edge.”

What Lies Ahead

Reaching R1 status is undoubtedly a 
significant milestone. But much as the 
flourish of ink marked a mere point in 
UTEP’s journey in February, University 
leaders are well aware that the campus’ 
newly gained position represents an 
objective reached and not a journey’s end. 

After all, the classification is reconsidered 
every three years. Institutions continually 
are added and removed from the top tier. 
For UTEP, it’s imperative that the focus 
remains on the recruitment and retention of 
faculty who have research potential, and to 
maintain a commitment to the historically 
underserved students of the Paso del Norte 
region. 

“It needn’t require any major qualitative 
shift in our strategy, the people we serve, 
or the people we employ,” Wiebe said. “Of 
course, we must constantly evolve as an 
institution to stay vital and relevant, but we 
must remain focused on the institutional 
mission. What we can do is remain vigilant 
for pockets of opportunity on campus, 
where faculty are building innovative 
educational or research programs that give 
the University a strategic advantage. We can 
leverage resources to support those efforts 
and build excellence.

“It’s important to maintain the progress 
that we’ve made as an institution for so 
many reasons. While the designation is 
noteworthy, it is really just a marker of 
progress on our larger institutional mission 
to provide opportunities to students who 
might not otherwise have them. We must 
continue a positive trajectory in external 
funding and doctoral education, along with 
the other vital aspects of our mission.”

“We must 
continue a positive 
trajectory in 
external funding 
and doctoral 
education, along 
with the other vital 
aspects of  
our mission.”
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John S. Wiebe, Ph.D., UTEP’s interim provost



Health, Engineering and 
Biomedical Sciences 

The U.S.-Mexico border region 
constitutes a unique physical, 
social, cultural and economic 
environment that is made more 
distinct by its proximity to 
transnational flows of resources 
and population groups. These 
unique factors have contributed 
to health problems and regional 
population disparities in health-
related services and outcomes. 
Researchers at UTEP are 
leading the way for innovative 
solutions to key border health 
issues and to address Hispanic 
health disparities.

Energy and 
Environment

With millions of dollars 
awarded to fund research 
projects in the fields of energy 
and the environment, UTEP is 
at the forefront of technologies 
that will power the future 
and have an immediate and 
lasting economic impact in the 
Paso del Norte region. UTEP’s 
world-class research teams 
will give students the chance 
to gain real-world experience 
through exciting and innovative 

partnerships and research 
grants, and to work toward 
solutions that could sustain and 
improve the quality of life.

Global Enterprise and 
Border Studies

UTEP’s border location makes 
it an ideal venue to study the 
causes and consequences 
of globalization. UTEP’s 
Hunt Institute for Global 
Competitiveness assesses the 
impact of border economics 
on commerce and energy. 
Other research conducted at 
UTEP provides essential data 
to area commerce leaders and 
the region’s public utilities and 
government branches. Data 
provided by UTEP’s Border 
Region Modeling Project 
provides decision-makers with 
a forecast of the economic 
conditions they will experience 
in the region.

National Defense and 
Border Security

National defense and border 
security are critical on a 
regional level, and are of utmost 
importance on a global level. 

The University’s unique position 
along the U.S.-Mexico border 
and next to one of the world’s 
largest military installations 
– Fort Bliss – make it an ideal 
location to advance knowledge 
in defense and security. This 
research helps meet the needs 
of agencies responsible for the 
protection, safety and creation 
of future economic integration 
opportunities throughout the 
Paso del Norte region.

Education for the 21st 
Century Demographic

UTEP will continue to provide 
opportunities to all students, 
regardless of income or 
background. The University also 
educates roughly two-thirds of 
all of the teachers in the region, 
so in addition to research 
and programs to provide the 
best chance for our students’ 
success, being at the forefront 
of educational research is vital. 
UTEP’s focus on education for 
the 21st century demographic 
extends to a broader mission to 
help the nation recognize the 
extraordinary talent within the 
Hispanic populations.

RESEARCH 
AREAS

Photo Ivan Pierre A
guirre
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FUELING 
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DIVERSITY



Nina Marie Beltran made several key 
discoveries while working in a UTEP 
research laboratory. Chief among them 
was an epiphany — a desire to pursue 
a doctoral degree after completing her 
bachelor’s degree in psychology. 

Such a feat would bolster evidence of The 

University of Texas at El Paso’s distinction as a top 

producer of future doctoral degree recipients. It 

would also contribute to sorely needed national 

academic diversity in science and engineering 

education described by a pair of pioneers who 

promote continual expansion of minority 

participation in academia and industry. According 

to research conducted by Freeman A. Hrabowski 

III, Ph.D., president of the University of Maryland, 

Baltimore County (UMBC), and Peter H. Henderson, 

Ph.D., senior adviser to the UMBC president, UTEP is 

the top institution in the continental United States 

for producing Hispanic bachelor’s graduates who 

continue on to earn doctoral degrees in science, 

technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields.

By Victor H. Arreola
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Since Beltran’s first lab experience, she has taken advantage of every 
opportunity available to help her become a more competitive candidate for 
graduate school.

“I’m currently working on a manuscript as first author,” Beltran said. “That’s an 
opportunity that not a lot of undergrads get at universities.”

Once her doctoral ambitions are fulfilled, Beltran will join the ranks of a robust, 
diverse STEM workforce that draws on talent of all backgrounds and allows the 
nation to compete in today’s science- and technology-driven global economy. 
This growing group was highlighted by a study Hrabowski and Henderson 
published in February 2019 in Issues in Science and Technology, a publication 
for discussion of public policy related to science, engineering and medicine. 
The article reiterated that UTEP is one of the top U.S. universities for producing 
Hispanic bachelor’s graduates who continue on to earn doctoral degrees in STEM 
fields.

Hrabowski and Henderson co-authored “Challenging U.S. Research 
Universities and Funders to Increase Diversity in the Research Community,” 
which analyzed the available National Science Foundation (NSF) data about the 
baccalaureate origins of the country’s Hispanic and African-American doctorate 
recipients. Their findings indicate that UTEP was No. 3 in producing graduates 
with bachelor’s degrees who subsequently earned doctorates. The University of 
Puerto Rico-Mayagüez and the University of Puerto Rico-Río Piedras rank Nos. 1 
and 2, respectively.

While the recognition may be recent, it is the product of strategies that 
University leaders systematically implemented throughout several years with the 
help and hard work of UTEP students, faculty and staff members. Among those 
entrusted to ensure that UTEP students are well-prepared for graduate school 
– University policymakers, faculty members and program coordinators – the 
consensus is that the success of UTEP’s doctoral pipeline is based on construction 
of state-of-the-art research facilities, comprehensive mentoring, a culture 
of student-centered service, an emphasis on experiential learning and, most 
importantly, promotion of undergraduate research.

“There is simply no equivalent to a real-life, problem-solving, challenging task 
where you may fail, but where you’ll definitely learn,” said Robert Kirken, Ph.D., 
dean of the College of Science, of UTEP’s focus on undergraduate research. 
“You learn how to troubleshoot; you learn how to persevere, how complicated 
things are, and how to try to break things down into their simplest pieces to 
try to understand what possibly went wrong with that experiment. These are 
lifelong lessons and our students take away the best of all the worlds: they take 

on challenging problems, they learn how to 
perform science – the method of science – 
they have cutting-edge equipment and tools, 
as well as dedicated faculty and staff who 
help them utilize all these resources.”

One essential factor for UTEP’s continued 
growth in the number of undergraduate 
research participants is external funding. 
This financial support comes from a wide 
variety of sources such as the NSF and the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). The 
funds allow UTEP to increase the number 
of paid undergraduate research positions, 
which offer students the opportunity to “earn 
and learn.” This is especially important on a 
campus where a considerable portion of the 
student population comes from families with 
low income levels.

“Funding keeps students on campus, (and) 
it keeps them in the laboratory,” Kirken said. 
“They can go study for an hour while their 
experiment is running, and then come back 
and pick it up, instead of spending their time 
driving off-campus to some position that 
has absolutely nothing to do with what their 
passion is about, but is simply what provides 
them the money to support their studies.”

The grants also generate opportunities for 
scholarships, study abroad, conference travel 
and summer research experiences at UTEP 
and partner institutions across the country. 
The funds are managed by a number of 
University centers and programs such as the 
Campus Office for Undergraduate Research 
Initiatives (COURI), The University of Texas 
System Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority 
Participation (LSAMP), the Research Initiative 
for Scientific Enhancement (RISE), and 
Maximizing Access to Research Careers 
(MARC), to name a few. LSAMP, RISE and 
MARC are specifically for students in STEM 
fields.

The NSF has funded the LSAMP program 
since its inception in 1993. UTEP President 
Diana Natalicio was the program’s original 
principal investigator. Benjamin Flores, 
Ph.D., associate dean for academic affairs 
and undergraduate studies in UTEP’s College 
of Engineering, is the current principal 
investigator. The program awards qualified 
science and engineering students with a 
$4,000 summer stipend, funds to travel to 
one of the five doctoral-granting institutions 
in the UT System for a summer research 
experience, and on-campus housing for 
approximately 10 weeks for students who 
participate in a university exchange program 
at another campus. In addition, the student’s 

There is simply no 
equivalent to a real 
life, problem solving, 
challenging task where 
you may fail, but where 
you’ll definitely learn.”

“
 Robert Kirken, Ph.D.
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mentor at the host institution receives 
monetary support for supplies. At UTEP, LSAMP 
students take part in high-impact research 
projects such as assisting investigators in the 
W.M. Keck Center for 3D Innovation, one of the 
country’s leading research facilities focused 
on the use and development of additive 
manufacturing technologies, also known as 3D 
printing.

The contribution of LSAMP to the 
establishment and expansion of UTEP’s STEM 
doctoral pipeline is unquestionable. According 
to the program’s most recent data, 87% of all 
participants in the 2012-17 cohort have gone 
on to graduate school.

News about this level of success spreads 
quickly. According to Ariana Arciero-Pino, 
LSAMP associate director, the program needed 
to extend its application deadlines to get 40 
applicants in its early years. Today, it has more 
than 200 applicants for its summer sessions.

There are several other campus programs 
that contribute significantly to the culture 
of undergraduate research. Many of these 
programs are directed by COURI, which 
places students in paid and unpaid research 
positions in STEM and other fields. These 
students present their findings to the public 
in one of COURI’s two annual symposia. The 
office also has seen considerable growth since 
its inception in 2010. By 2014, COURI had 
successfully instituted a noncredit course 
for students engaged in faculty-mentored 
research, scholarly or creative activities. In 
that first year, nearly 500 students signed up 
for the course. By the 2017-18 academic year, 
that number had grown to nearly 700, which 
outpaced the University’s overall enrollment 
growth rate for the same period. Another sign 
of COURI’s success is the number of research 
projects displayed during the unit’s two annual 
symposia. According to COURI Director 
Lourdes Echegoyen, Ph.D., the spring 2011 
symposium included approximately 40 student 
projects. That number ballooned to 160 at 
COURI’s spring 2019 event.

Evelyn Tovanche, a senior biomedical 
sciences major, said her COURI research 
experience changed her life. She believes 
anyone could benefit from it.

“Go knock on every door that you can to 
have this opportunity because it’s amazing,” 
said Tovanche, who spent eight weeks in the 
summer of 2018 in Costa Rica studying the 
health effects of water contamination on a local 
community. “Not only do you get experience 
doing research, but it also opens a lot of doors, 
you get to meet a lot of people, and it really 
broadens the way you think.”

With funding from the NIH, RISE is another 
program that provides stipend support 
for undergraduate research to prepare 

Having the funding to support me 
to go to multiple conferences has 
allowed me to network with other 
graduate programs, and to really 
understand their realities.” 

“
UTEP students for graduate school success. The primary objective of the 
RISE Scholars Program is to increase the participation of disadvantaged, 
underrepresented minority students in biomedical research. According to 
RISE data, of the 231 undergraduate program participants since 2004, more 
than half have gone on to postbaccalaureate or graduate studies, including 
70 students who have earned doctoral degrees.

Beltran, the psychology major whose doctoral degree ambitions were 
inspired by her undergraduate research, is a RISE trainee. She said the 
program had a transformative impact on her journey to become a better 
graduate school candidate.

“Having the funding to support me to go to multiple conferences 
has allowed me to network with other graduate programs, and to really 
understand their realities,” Beltran said. “RISE is also amazing for having 
workshops where we talk about our applications, our essays, our resumes; we 
do mini-interviews – all of those things that prepare us for grad school. If I 
had just worked in a lab, I wouldn’t have gained that expertise.”

Beltran mentioned two other essential factors to the success of UTEP’s 
STEM doctoral pipeline: experiential learning and comprehensive mentoring. 
Experiential learning includes internships, practicums, cooperative 
education and service learning. It also involves simulations, group work and 
presentations at out-of-town workshops and conferences. These types of 
experiences are critical for students who want to be successful in graduate 
school, campus stakeholders said.

“It’s very rewarding to see how students return from those experiences 
with added motivation,” Kirken said. “This is because they were exposed to 
other professional and academic opportunities and institutions that also 
understand the value of their work.”

As for mentoring, UTEP students have access to several sources of support, 
whether for academic or career counseling, or simply advice from people 
who know their struggles firsthand. For faculty and staff members who serve 
as mentors, one common goal is to introduce undergraduates to graduate 
school opportunities as soon as possible. 

For example, College of Science administrators have revamped the 
college’s advising process. They created an advisory unit of counselors 
whose sole purpose is to guide students on such things as course selection 
and section availability every semester. This has given the faculty the 
freedom to counsel students about career paths, earnings outlooks and 
courses that may prepare them for graduate school. They can also now 
devote more time to introducing students to alumni who may be helpful as 
professional and academic connections in the future.

When one considers UTEP’s initiatives and strategies in conjunction with 
the University students’ access to excellent research facilities such as the 
laboratories in the Keck Center and the Border Biomedical Research Center, 
it becomes clear that UTEP has the tools necessary for a productive STEM 
doctoral pipeline. With a steady supply of talented students who are eager to 
make the most of their UTEP opportunities, as well as administrators, faculty 
and staff with vision and determination, the number of Miners in STEM Ph.D. 
programs at UTEP and across the country will continue to grow.

Nina Marie Beltran
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h, O
THE 
PLACES
MINERS
WILL GO
The world has no shortage  

of exotic new places.

For leisure, you, too,  

can feel its embraces.

But a UTEP research trip  

can change your world view. 

Adventures in learning await  

the Orange and Blue. 

By Laura L. Acosta
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Top: Natassia Lozano, foreground second from right, 
joins other MHIRT scholars on a zip line and water 
rafting excursion through the Costa Rican rainforest. 
Photo courtesy of Natassia Lozano. 

Right: UTEP and UdeG students tour Tequila Herradura, 
a tequila distillery in Amatitán, Jalisco, Mexico. Photo 
courtesy of Daniel Mejia. 
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However, a research trip to San José, Costa 
Rica, in 2018 introduced the El Paso native to a 
world of new opportunities. 

Lozano, a junior nursing major at The 
University of Texas at El Paso, spent the 
summer with researchers at the University of 
Costa Rica to investigate the impact of labor 
conditions on the health of San José’s working 
class. 

Lozano, who traveled to the Central 
American country with UTEP’s Minority 
Health International Research Training 
(MHIRT) program, interviewed police 
officers, street maintenance workers and 
other municipal employees about health and 
occupational safety conditions in their work 
environments. 

“MHIRT specifically showed me that in 
Latino communities we must always watch 
the impact on health through the social 
determinants of health,” said Lozano, who 
expects to graduate in 2020. “Often they differ 
not only from country to country, but person 
to person. Therefore, if we are to shape health 
in the community, we do it through research, 
dispersion of information and creating change 
one day at a time.”

Each year, Miners engage in unique global 
learning experiences in 43 countries that 
extend their education beyond the classroom. 

According to NAFSA: Association of 
International Educators, studies show that 
students who study abroad, especially 
underrepresented or “at-risk” students, are 
more likely to complete their degrees or 
certificate programs. They are also better able 

to work with people from other countries, 
understand the complexity of global issues, 
and have greater intercultural learning.

“International education agreements 
and the myriad (of) international education 
opportunities available to UTEP Miners build 
and enhance the UTEP undergraduate and 
graduate students’ global competence and 
international tool kit,” said Dania Brandford-
Calvo, Ph.D., executive director of UTEP’s 
Office of International Programs and Study 
Abroad.

In a nod to Dr. Seuss’ classic book, “Oh, The 
Places You’ll Go,” here are a few UTEP students 
who went off to great places in the summer 
of 2018. Whether they decided to go to Spain, 
China, Mexico or countries in Central America, 
these Miners have a “98 and 3/4 percent” chance 
to succeed in today’s interconnected world.

“YOU'RE OFF TO GREAT PLACES”
Brenda Baca’s MHIRT experience changed the 
way she thought about research. 

The all-expenses paid program allows 
undergraduate and graduate students from 
underrepresented populations to engage in 
mentor-led research projects that address 
Hispanic health disparities in Ecuador, 
Panama and Costa Rica.  

After eight weeks on a project that involved 
disease-carrying mosquitoes at Panama’s 
government research institute, Baca returned 
to UTEP inspired to continue her research 
activities. She graduated in May 2019 with 

AFTER
trips to help 
people in 
Kenya, Panama, 
Guatemala and 
Kyrgyzstan, 
Natassia Lozano 
was no stranger 
to world travel. 

EACH YEAR, MINERS 
ENGAGE IN UNIQUE GLOBAL 
LEARNING E XPERIENCES IN 

43 COUNTRIES THAT E X TEND 
THEIR EDUCATION BEYOND 

THE CLASSROOM. 

As part of MHIRT’s cultural immersion activities, 
Natassia Lozano traveled to La Paz Waterfall 
Gardens on the outskirts of San Jose, Costa Rica. 
Photo courtesy of Natassia Lozano  
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a bachelor’s degree in clinical laboratory 
science and now plans to pursue an M.D.-
Ph.D. degree. 

“This whole experience changed my life in 
many different ways,” said Baca, who was in 
Panama from June to August 2018. “I learned 
to appreciate different cultures. I discovered 
a whole new world in science.”

UTEP is one of 22 U.S. schools that offer 
a MHIRT program. Led by the College of 
Health Sciences, the program has received 
more than $3.2 million in funding from 
the National Institute on Minority Health 
and Health Disparities, which is part of the 
National Institutes of Health. 

Maria Duarte-Gardea, Ph.D., MHIRT’s 
principal investigator and chair of UTEP’s 
Department of Public Health Sciences, 
described MHIRT as a transformational 
educational experience. She said trainees 
gain research skills and cultural experience, 
and will enhance their chances of admission 
to competitive graduate research programs 
and different postgraduate careers. 

Out of 143 UTEP MHIRT participants since 
2005, 55 are in graduate programs, 22 have 
earned medical degrees and 17 are pursuing 
doctoral degrees. Scientific journals have 
published 20 MHIRT-related research articles 
co-authored by UTEP students. 

In April 2019, Lozano, the nursing student, 
presented her research at Yale University’s 
Global Health and Innovation Conference. 

“One of the biggest strengths of the 
research project was having the nursing 
perspective because (the research team) 
could analyze and see holistically how the 
problems and the things workers were 
doing were influencing their health,” Lozano 
said. “(Nurses) have the understanding and 
knowledge of how the human body works 
and (they know) how to create interventions 
for it.”

 

“TODAY IS YOUR DAY!”
With 68% of the world's population expected 
to live in urban areas by 2050, cities are 
racing to implement smart technology 
to make city life safer, more efficient and 
sustainable.  

To make that happen, UTEP’s College 
of Engineering and the University of 
Guadalajara (UdeG) in Jalisco, Mexico, have 
engaged engineering and science students 
in an international research experience that 
provides them with hands-on training to 
build the smart cities of the future.

During the summer of 2018, 10 UTEP 
undergraduate and graduate students 
participated in five weeks of research in 
optimization, data analytics and sensor data 
management at UdeG’s Ciudad Creativa 
Digital, or Creative Digital City, a smart 
city testbed equipped with cutting-edge 
technology. The Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers selected the city of 
Guadalajara in 2014 as the world’s first smart 
city testbed.

“Smart cities are all about improving 

the quality of life,” said Natalia Villanueva 
Rosales, Ph.D., assistant professor of 
computer science. “By working in teams 
with members across disciplines, cultures 
and borders, students learn to develop 
sustainable and environmentally friendly 
solutions that can be applied to convert 
cities anywhere in the world into smart 
cities.”

A smart city can integrate people, 
technology and information to create a 
sustainable and resilient infrastructure that 
provides high-quality services for residents.

Interdisciplinary student teams, which 
included Daniel Mejia, Ph.D., developed 
smart mobility and smart buildings solutions 
that addressed common problems found in 
El Paso and Guadalajara, such as flooding 
and safety. 

“The overall experience in Guadalajara has 
helped me grow as a researcher,” said Mejia, 
who earned a doctoral degree in computer 
science from UTEP in May 2019. “It has 
given me the challenge to step outside my 
comfort zone and work with other people 
from different places, speaking different 
languages as well.”

TOP
In Hangzhou, China, UTEP students visit 
Alibaba headquarters, the world’s biggest 
online commerce company. Photo courtesy 
of José Humberto Ablanedo-Rosas

BOT TOM 
For the first time in 2018, faculty and 
students from education, health sciences 
and liberal arts traveled together to Seville, 
Spain, to study global health. Photo 
courtesy of Beverly Argus-Calvo
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he National Science Foundation, 
through its International Research Experiences 
for Students (IRES) program, funded the project 
in 2017. In total, 30 students will participate in 
the three-year, all-expenses paid program led 
by Villanueva Rosales. 

The IRES program stems from a past 
collaboration between UTEP and UdeG. From 
2016 to 2018, students from both campuses 
participated in the U.S.-Mexico Bidirectional 
Program on Smart Cities sponsored by both 
universities, IBM Mexico and the 100K Strong in 
the Americas federal program. 

“Students care about making a difference 
in the community,” Villanueva Rosales said. 
“This program gives them the opportunity to 
apply what they learn to make our quality of 
life better.”

“YOUR MOUNTAIN IS WAITING”
A trip to Spain in 2018 put Cecilia Martinez 
on the path to a future career as a special 
education teacher.  

Martinez joined UTEP faculty and students 
from the colleges of Liberal Arts, Education and 
Health Sciences on a new faculty-led global 
studies program from May 14 to June 1 to the 

country’s southern region. 
Students shared their knowledge and gained 

new insight about how different disciplines 
relate to one another in global health.

A visit to a center for children with disabilities 
in Seville, Spain, spurred Martinez’s decision to 
pursue a master’s degree in special education 
at UTEP.

“Working with the kids, I realized that I 
felt real joy to be there,” said Martinez, who 
earned a bachelor’s degree in kinesiology in 
December 2018. “This real-world experience 
made me more aware of the population I 
want to work with.”

Thirty students took courses in special 
education, rehabilitation science and 
anthropology of food, culture and society.

Classes were followed by daily excursions to 
places such as Seville’s Parque de María Luisa, 
Granada’s Alhambra palace and gardens, and 
Córdoba’s Jewish Quarter and Synagogue.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re from education or 
liberal arts or health sciences, the bottom line is 
we all think about health and we all collaborate 
on health,” said Dahlia Castillo, OTD, UTEP 
occupational therapy program co-director. 
“Even teachers think about nutrition for their 
own students.”

Beverley Argus-Calvo, Ph.D., associate 
professor in the Department of Educational 
Psychology and Special Services, said 
occupational therapy and education students 
got a taste of what it is like to work together 

T

RIGHT

Bottom: While in Spain, UTEP 
students took classes in the 
morning followed by afternoon or 
overnight excursions to Córdoba, 
Ronda, Granada, Toledo and 
Madrid. Photo courtesy of 
Beverly Argus-Calvo

In Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, 
Daniel Mejia, Ph.D., foreground, 
and his UTEP classmates 
immersed themselves in the 
city’s culture through visits to 
historical sites, restaurants and 
shopping malls. Photo courtesy 
of Daniel Mejia
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in the real world. Occupational therapists 
and teachers collaborate in schools to help 
children succeed in the classroom. 

The trip also proved to be an educational 
experience for Argus-Calvo, Castillo 
and Héctor M. Enríquez, lecturer in the 
languages and linguistics department.

“In 20 years at UTEP, last year was my first 
(study abroad) experience,” Argus-Calvo said. 
“It’s something that I always wanted to do but 
I never knew how to do it. Not only was this a 
learning experience for the students, it was a 
learning experience for us, too.”

“SO ... GET ON YOUR WAY!”
Since 2014, UTEP business students 
interested in learning more about Chinese 
business culture have traveled each summer 
to Hangzhou, the capital of Zhejiang 
province in East China, to study business 
analytics at Zhejiang University of Finance 
and Economics (ZUFE). 

For three weeks, undergraduate students 
such as Andrea Rojas and ZUFE classmates 
study business intelligence, analytics 
and decision support. They also engage 
in business analytics projects, which the 
ZUFE faculty evaluates at the end of the 
program. Despite cultural and language 
differences, students learn to work together 
in intercultural teams.  

“This experience taught me a lot of things, 
principally to recognize how capable I am 
of solving problems, adapting and learning 
from different cultures,” said Rojas, who 
traveled to Hangzhou in 2018. “Being abroad 
opened my horizons, made me reconsider 
my main goals in life and got me thinking 
about why I am here in the world. I 
honestly enjoyed discovering parts of me I 
did not know.”

José Humberto Ablanedo-Rosas, Ph.D., 
associate professor in UTEP’s Department 
of Marketing and Management, started the 
program five years ago with Wenyu Zhang, 
Ph.D., dean and professor at ZUFE’s School 
of Information, to teach students Chinese 
business practices. According to the World 
Bank, China is the world’s second largest 
economy after the United States.  

“China is now one of the most important 
markets for many products,” said Ablanedo-
Rosas, who specializes in operations and 
supply chain management. “When students 
come back, they are different because they 
see the business opportunities that we have 
in China. It’s not that we can just buy from 
them, but we can also sell them products 
and take advantage of that huge market.” 

More than 100 UTEP students have 
participated in the program, which also 
includes excursions to major Chinese 
businesses such as Alibaba, the world’s 
biggest online commerce company, and 

LOGINK, China’s electronic exchange 
platform for logistics information sharing. 
Students also visit the wholesale market 
known as Yiwu International Trade City to 
learn about e-commerce and supply chain 
management in China. 

“This experience changes their lives,” 
Ablanedo-Rosas said. “Their confidence 
starts to build because they see that they are 
competitive and they can do what Chinese 
students can do. Some of them realize that 
they can work anywhere in the world.”

“THIS
EXPERIENCE
taught me a lot of 
things. Principally 
to recognize how 
capable I am of 
solving problems, 
adapting and 
learning from 
different cultures.” 

Top: UTEP business students tour the wholesale market known 
as Yiwu International Trade City in China. Photo courtesy of José 
Humberto Ablanedo-Rosas

Bottom: Natassia Lozano, left, and her mentor 
Johnny Esteban Alvarado Sojo from the 
University of Costa Rica, interviewed municipal 
workers about labor conditions in San Jose, 
Costa Rica. Photo courtesy of Natassia Lozano 

- ANDREA ROJAS
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The Alumni Lounge
ALUMNI NEWS, PROFILES, OBITUARIES AND PHOTOS

1950s

Tibor Engel (B.A. ’57) received 
the Albert Nelson Marquis 
Lifetime Achievement Award from 
Marquis Who's Who. Prior to his 
retirement, Engel, M.D., served as 
the president of the medical staff 
and director of the gynecologic 
endocrinology service at Denver 
General Hospital.

1960s

William J. Campion (B.A. ’63) 
was inducted into the Northern 
Texas Junior College Athletic 
Conference Hall of Fame. He was 
a basketball coach at several 
state institutions of higher 
education to include Ranger 
College, where he has served as 
president for the past 10 years. 

Robert L. Dibler (B.A. ’65) was 
inducted into the Panhandle 
Sports Hall of Fame in Amarillo, 
Texas. He was the starting 
guard on coach Don Haskins' 
Texas Western College 1963-64 
basketball team that went 25-3. 
He was inducted into the El Paso 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012. 

Francisco “Joe” Lewels (B.A. 
’66) wrote "On the Rio Grande: 
Stories from my life on the 
Border,” from Galde Press. In it, 
Lewels, Ph.D., explains his love 
for El Paso. He was a tenured 
associate professor of journalism 
at UTEP.

Robert Angel Navarro (B.S. ’64) 
worked 35 years as a computer 
tech for Boeing. Since retiring 
in 2009, he has written several 
books, mostly about American 
history and Scrabble.

1970s

James “Jim” Forbes (B.S., ’79) 
was honored by Riverside (El 
Paso, Texas) High School, which 
named its gym after him. He 
coached basketball at Riverside 
for 20 years and led them to the 
Final 4 in 1995. He is the head 
coach at Andress High School in 
El Paso.

Trinidad Rodriguez Gallardo 
(B.S. ’75, M.Ed. ’80), a poet 
and licensed professional 
counselor in San Marcos, Texas, 
recently published "Trini: My Life 
of Poems," where she shared 
memories of "a life filled with 
a single mom's struggles and 
perseverance."

Elena Izquierdo (B.A. ’74, 
M.A. ’77), associate professor 
of bilingual education at UTEP, 
was named faculty fellow for 
the University’s Center for 
Civic Engagement. The center 
connects students and faculty 
with community organizations 
through community-based 
teaching and learning 
opportunities. The center also 
works with faculty to develop 
community-engaged scholarship 
in partnership with local agencies 
and nonprofit organizations.

Philip Ray Martinez (B.A. ’79) 
earned a 2018 McDonald's 
Hispanos Triunfadores award. 
McDonald's recognizes El 
Pasoans for their successes, 
community service and for 
serving as role models for young 
people. He is U.S. District Judge, 
Western District of Texas.

Gilberto Moreno (B.S. ’74) 
earned a 2018 McDonald's 
Hispanos Triunfadores award. 
McDonald's recognizes El 
Pasoans for their successes, 
community service and for 
serving as role models for young 
people. He is the lead strategist 
and consultant for Prestige 
Consulting Services.

Robert J. Nava (B.S. ’79) 
was named vice president 
for the Division of University 
Advancement at California State 
University, San Bernardino. He 
has spent 33 years in higher 
education advancement 
leadership roles. He had served 
in a similar role at San Francisco 
State University.

1980s

Dave Robert Contreras (B.S. ’82) 
wrote “You Choose Stupid!” a 
compilation of bad decisions that 
he witnessed through his many 
years in law enforcement with 
the El Paso Police Department, 
the FBI and as an attorney. The 
book also suggests ways to live 
positive lives.

Raymond F. Davis (BBA ’86) was 
appointed Chief Information Officer 
by University Medical Center. 
The new leader of the hospital's 
information technology has over 35 
years of hospital IT experience to 
include leadership positions.

Pedro R. Galicia (BBA ’89) was 
named commercial relationship 
manager at First National Bank 
1870. He has 30 years of banking 
experience with expertise in 
commercial lending. He has held 
leadership roles with several of El 
Paso’s international banks.

Miguel Juárez (B.A. ’85, M.A. 
’12, Ph.D. ’18) was recognized 
by the National Association of 
Chicana and Chicano Studies 
- Tejas Chapter with its annual 
Dissertation Award. The chapter 
honored Juárez, a lecturer in 
UTEP's Department of History, 
for his 296-page dissertation, 
"From Concordia to Lincoln Park: 
An Urban History of Highway 
Building in El Paso, Texas."

Dana Mark Jurick (M.S. ’89) 
was appointed by Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott to the TexNet 
Technical Advisory Committee. 
He manages the Seismic Analysis 
for the Geoscience and Reservoir 
Engineering Organization at 
ConocoPhillips in Houston. He 
earned an honorable discharge 
from the U.S. Army Reserve. 

Jack Lynn Knapp (B.S. ’83) was 
interviewed by FangirlNation.com. 
The novelist has written books on 
woodcraft/survivalism including 
The Wizards Series and the 
Darwin's World Series.

Corina Ledesma (BBA ’88) 
participated in Leadership Texas, 
the country's oldest organization 
dedicated to developing women 
leaders. She is a business 
systems analyst for El Paso Water.

Susana Martinez (B.S. ’81) 
was a guest lecturer at former 
Chancellor of the Texas Tech 
University System Kent Hance's 
leadership seminar. The former 
New Mexico governor spoke to 
the students about the tools they 
need to succeed professionally 
and personally.

Continued on page 62
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Photo Courtesy of John Lapham

John Lapham ’74

It took UTEP alumnus John Lapham some time to 
reconnect with his alma mater, but now that he 
has, he’s doing so in a big way.

The 1974 College of Business Administration 
graduate and his wife, Evelyn, have made several 
contributions to a scholarship fund for students 
in the colleges of Business Administration and 
Engineering and have arranged for continued 
support into the future.

“I am tremendously grateful for what UTEP did 
for me, and appreciative for the value of education,” 
Lapham said. In particular, he values the support he 
received from professors such as Mimi Gladstein, 
Ph.D., in English; Michael Brand in economics; 
and the late Lola Dawkins, Ph.D., in business 
communications.

“Because I was so fortunate as a student to get 
all the help I did along the way – and my wife feels 
the same way – we decided that we would try 
to do what we can to support students at UTEP,” 

Lapham said. 
“And we think 
scholarship 
funds are the 
best way to do 
that.”

Having 
worked full-time 
to support his 
studies while at 
UTEP, Lapham 
left El Paso 
the day after 
graduation. He 

now lives in the Los Angeles area and works as a 
managing director for PineBridge Investments, a 
global asset management firm. 

But once a Miner, always a Miner. More than two 
decades after leaving the Paso del Norte region, 
and having found success in the financial sector, 
Lapham took the first step toward re-establishing a 
connection with UTEP by meeting with University 
President Diana Natalicio for lunch one day about 
15 years ago.

“She was so impressive and had such a vision 
for UTEP,” he said, “that I was pretty quickly re-
involved with the school.”

Lapham became involved in UTEP’s Centennial 
Campaign, which included several visits to 
campus and encounters with people like Robert 
Nachtmann, Ph.D., who was then dean of the 
College of Business Administration. Lapham said 
it was those experiences that cemented for him 
the notion that an institution dedicated to serving 
all the students of its region was a cause worth 
supporting.

And that support has already made a clear and 
lasting impact.

“As an alumnus of the College of Business 
Administration, John displays all traits of a valued 
partner in the life of the college,” Nachtmann 
said. “He always advocates for the college and 
its achievement – a proud alum. He shares his 
experience with our students through his visits to 
our classrooms and our student organizations – an 
insightful and engaged speaker. And with all of this, 
he chooses to share with the college his success by 
investing in current students through his monetary 
gifts.” - Victor H. Arreola

Valuable 
Investment
COBA Grad Sees Mission of Access and 
Excellence as a Valuable Investment

“I am 
tremendously 
grateful  
for what UTEP 
did for me, and 
appreciative for the 
value of education.”
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Diane Burn Monsivais (MSN ’88) 
earned the 2019 Albert Nelson 
Marquis Lifetime Achievement 
Award presented by Marquis 
Who's Who, a publisher of 
biographical profiles. Monsivais, 
Ph.D., is a professor at UTEP’s 
School of Nursing.

Patricia S. Montes (BSW ’84) 
was awarded the 2019 Pathfinder 
Award by the Texas Women 
Lawyers for being "a champion 
in promoting the advancement 
of women in the law." She is 
an adjunct professor at the 
University of North Texas Dallas 
College of Law. 

Bryan Ray Morris (B.S. ’82) was 
appointed to the Public Service 
Board by El Paso Water. He is a 
professional engineer registered 
in Texas, Arizona and New Mexico 
with 36 years of experience in 
engineering construction and 
design. He is the founder of RBM 
Engineering.

Eva Margarita Moya (BSW ’81, 
Ph.D. ’10) was voted president-
elect of the Association of Latina/
Latino Social Work Educators 
(ALLSWE) at the association's 
Annual Program Meeting in 
Orlando, Florida. Her one-year 
term ends in November 2019. She 
is an associate professor of social 
work at UTEP.

Marcela Yvonne Navarrete (BBA 
’89) was appointed by Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott to the One Call Board 
of Texas. The board has authority 
over "Call Before You Dig" systems 
that notify the underground facility 
operators of excavation plans 
so pipelines and utility lines can 
be marked to prevent accidents. 
She is vice president of strategic, 
financial, and management 
services for El Paso Water.

Carmen Irene Perez (B.S. ’80) 
earned a 2018 McDonald's 

Hispanos Triunfadores award. 
McDonald's recognizes El 
Pasoans for their successes, 
community service and for 
serving as role models for young 
people. She is a managing 
partner with Linebarger, Goggan 
Blair & Sampson, LLP.

Tresa P. Rockwell (BBA ’82) 
participated in Leadership Texas, 
the country's oldest organization 
dedicated to developing women 
leaders. She is executive director 
of Progress321, a regional 
nonprofit organization for 
professionals. 

Janice Diane Schauer (BBA ’81) 
was promoted to deputy chief 
credit officer at WestStar Bank. 
She has more than 30 years of 
financial experience, including 
positions with a national bank and 
multiple community banks. She 
joined WestStar in 2010 and has 
served as a vice president of loan 
review and senior vice president.

Felipa G. Solis (B.A. ’83) was 
honored by The City Magazine 
during National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month in October. 
She is the executive director at El 
Paso Pro-Musica. The magazine 
called her “another true testament 
to the power of hope.”

1990s

Christine Alarcon (BBA ’94) was 
named senior vice president, 
commercial lender at Western 
Heritage Bank. She has a long 
history of working at numerous El 
Paso area banks in such positions 
as private banking officer and vice 
president in commercial banking. 

Jaime Barba (B.A. ’94) directed 
UTEP Dinner Theatre’s “Newsies.” 
He is the first to produce the 
show in El Paso since the rights to 
it became available.

Jason L. Blair (B.A. ’98) was 
named head football coach at 
Hanks High School in El Paso. 
Blair played tight end at UTEP in 
the 1990s before becoming a high 
school coach and teacher. 

Karen L. Bunney (BSW ’94) 
published and illustrated a 
children's book titled "The 
Adventures of Bessie Bunny!"  It is 
available on Amazon.

Thomas M. Cavaretta (MBA ’92) 
co-authored a new sci-fi horror 
novel, "Vampiro - Volume II: The 
Obsidian Knife." Archway Press 
published the book, which is a 
sequel to “The Night Crawler 
Protocol.”

Sonia V. Corrales (B.S. ’91) is one 
of the Houston Business Journal's 
2018 Women Who Mean Business 
honorees. She is the chief 
program officer for the Houston 
Area Women's Center.

Sally Anne Hurt-Deitch (BSN 
’90, MSN ’94) recently was 
sworn in by the Texas Hospital 
Association for a one-year term as 
chair. Hurt-Deitch is the first Latina 
to serve in the role. She is Tenet 
Healthcare’s chief nursing officer 
and vice president of patient care 
services. 

Estrella Escobar (B.A. ’93, 
M.A. ’04) has been appointed 
to the Texas Bar Foundation 
Board of Trustees by the State 
Bar of Texas President. The 
Texas Bar Foundation funds 
projects throughout Texas that 
further legal services for the 
underserved, public education, 
ethics and professionalism in the 
legal profession, administration 
of justice and victim services. 
She is UTEP’s associate vice 
president for external relations 
and communications.

Veronica Escobar (B.A. ’91) was 
sworn in as U.S. Representative 
for Texas's 16th congressional 
district in the U.S. Congress in 
January 2019. She is the first El 
Paso Latina elected to Congress. 
She is a former El Paso county 
commissioner and county judge.

Adrian Esparza (BFA ’96) 
opened his latest exhibit, “Dual,” 
in March 2019 at Cris Worley Fine 
Arts in Dallas. 

Raquel P. Fraga (B.A. ’94) was 
part of the counseling team at Sgt. 
Roberto Ituarte Elementary School 
to earn a Gold Lone Star Award 
by the Lone Star State School 
Counseling Association for running 
highly effective programs.

Robert Noe Garcia (B.S. ’95) 
was appointed chief patrol agent 
for U.S. Border Patrol's Swanton 
(Vermont) Sector. He has served 
26 years in the U.S. Border Patrol, 
most recently as the deputy chief 
patrol agent.

Raul “Rulis” Gonzalez (BBA ’98) 
opened another restaurant in 
East El Paso. The owner of Ruli’s 
International Kitchen unveiled his 
new concept and menu for Benny 
Franks bar and grill.

David Andrew Hernandez (B.A. 
’99, M.A. ’02) is the El Paso 
Museum of Art education curator.

Tasha P. Hopper (BSN ’98, MSN 
’12) was named to the Becker’s 
Hospital Review 2018 list of 
“Women Hospital and Healthcare 
Leaders to Know.” This is a 
national honor. Hopper is chief 
executive officer for The Hospitals 
of Providence Transmountain 
Campus. 

Catherine Kennedy (B.S. 
’90, M.Ed. ’94, Ed.D. ’12) was 
inducted into the 2019 El Paso 
Women's Hall of Fame. She is 

Alum Notes

Continued on page 64
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UTEP Alumna’s Mural 
Promotes Juárez’s Culture 
Paloma Vianey always has dreamed big. 
The Juárez, Mexico, native’s ambitions 
and talents as an artist have taken her 
to Japan, Italy and the United Kingdom 
to study or promote art. Regardless 
of where she is, she never forgets her 
Borderland roots.

Vianey earned her bachelor’s degree 
in art history from The University of 
Texas at El Paso in spring 2018. Before 
she moved to Queens, New York, last 
fall, she completed an ambitious art 
project that was close to her heart. She 
painted “Juárez es Fuerte” (“Juárez is 
Strong”), a colorful mural on a 26-foot 
by 72-foot billboard near the Bridge of 
the Americas port of entry that faces 
southbound traffic into Mexico.

The 23-year-old artist talked about 
her mural during a break from her 
administrative duties at Sotheby’s, a 
multinational fine art auction company 
with an office in New York. She will 
start her Master of Fine Arts program at 
Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y., in fall 
2019. The institution awarded Vianey a 
full-ride fellowship to pay for graduate 
school.

Vianey said she wanted to create 
the Juárez mural to counter negative 
perceptions of her hometown. The 

painting depicts a dark-haired girl 
wearing a yellow blouse in a field of 
green grass with dark mountains in 
the distance. She is blowing bubbles 
and within each bubble is an iconic 
image tied to Juárez culture. The 
artist highlights parks, museums, 
architecture and public art pieces.  

Once she had an approved site, a 
preliminary sketch, and the federal 
government’s approval, she spent six 
months raising funds for the project.

“I just presented the idea and told 
(donors) that this was an altruistic 
project for the community,” Vianey 
said. “I wasn’t getting money from 
it. I just wanted to give something to 
the people. To start, I got a lot of no’s, 
but people started to realize that they 
should help, and that Juárez should 
have more culture and more art.”

She collected about $30,000 to 
include in-kind donations of material 
and labor. She is proud of the final 
product and said people on both sides 
of the border seem happy with its 
message of pride.

“The people of Juárez really 
appreciate that,” she said. “I hope it will 
stay there many years.” - Daniel Perez

Vianey said 
she wanted 
to create the 
Juárez mural to 
counter negative 
perceptions of her 
hometown ...  
The artist highlights 
parks, museums, 
architecture and 
public art pieces.  

Paloma Vianey ’18
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the associate superintendent 
of middle schools at the Ysleta 
Independent School District.

Sharon Louise Perkins (BBA ’99) 
was promoted to chief information 
officer of El Paso Health after 
leading the IT operations at the 
company for over 16 years. 

Richard Rubio (B.S. ’98) has 
been hired as chief medical 
officer for Coliseum Health 
System in Macon, Georgia. He is 
board certified in anesthesiology 
and critical care medicine.

Matthew R. Schiering (MBA ’94) 
has joined Contec Inc. as the 
company's first chief marketing 
officer. He is a longtime marketing 
executive and began working 
with Contec as a consultant in 
2017.

David G. True (B.S. ’92) recently 
joined Ozarks Medical Center 
(OMC) Rheumatology in West 
Plains, Missouri.

Tracy Jo Yellen (MPA ’95) 
participated in Leadership Texas, 
the country's oldest organization 
dedicated to developing women 
leaders. She is the Paso del Norte 
Community Foundation’s chief 
executive officer.

2000s

Berenice Arriaga (B.S. ’06, MBA 
’11) was elected to the Southern 
Biosafety Association leadership 
team. She is a biocontainment 
safety manager with UTEP's 
Environmental Health and Safety 
department.

Estela Casas (B.A. ’05) was 
honored by The City Magazine 
during National Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month in October. 
She has used her own breast 
cancer journey to raise awareness 
and has established the “Stand 

With Estela" breast cancer fund. 
In partnership with the El Paso 
Community Foundation, the 
"Stand With Estela" campaign 
has raised more than $225,000 
and dispersed over $90,000 
to needy recipients through its 
work with the Rio Grande Cancer 
Foundation.

Dahlia Castillo (M.S. ’02) 
received a College of Health 
Sciences Faculty Fellowship in 
Community Engagement from 
the Charles H. and Shirley T. 
Leavell Endowed Chair Faculty 
Fellowships. Castillo, OTD, is a 
co-director of UTEP’s Master of 
Occupational Therapy program 
and a clinical assistant professor.

Patrick Edward Couser (M.A. 
’08) was the keynote speaker at 
the annual Veterans Day program 
in Brookings, South Dakota. 
He joined the South Dakota 
Army National Guard on his 17th 
birthday in 1982. Today he is 
command sergeant major of the 
109th Regional Support Group 
headquartered in Rapid City, 
South Dakota. 

Jonathon Paul Dorenbos (BMS 
’09) was featured in a Jan. 18, 
2019, story by the Buffalo News. 
The former UTEP football player 
talked about his 14 seasons in the 
NFL, his diagnosis of a serious 
heart condition, and his life as 
a professional magician who 
reached the finals of "America's 
Got Talent" in 2016. 

Mahendra N. Durai (MBA ’01) 
was named chief information 
officer at Hearst, a global media 
and information company. He 
served as senior vice president 
and chief information technology 
officer of CA Technologies, 
an information technology 
management software and 
solutions company, from 2011 to 
2019. 

Lisa Estela (BBA ’01) passed her 
certified public accountant exam. 
She is the controller for VEMAC, 
an El Paso-based engineering 
management and construction 
company.

Sergio Manuel Estrada (B.A. ’07) 
was hired at Kemp Smith, LLP, law 
firm in El Paso as an associate in 
the trial department. Previously, 
he was an assistant city attorney 
in El Paso. 

Carla Veronica Gallardo (B.S. 
’09, MBA ’13) was featured in 
a story on candysdirt.com, a 
website about real estate in Dallas 
and North Texas, about women 
in construction careers. She is 
a project manager at McCarthy 
Building Companies in Houston. 

Melissa Diane Galvez-Ledesma 
(M.Ed. ’07) was part of the 
counseling team at Sgt. Roberto 
Ituarte Elementary School to 
earn a Gold Lone Star Award 
by the Lone Star State School 
Counseling Association for 
running highly effective programs.

Aryk Ray Gardea (BFA, ’08) 
opened Galeria Cinco Puntos in El 
Paso’s Five Points neighborhood. 
He is one of five founders of 
this self-funded nonprofit that 
showcases community artists who 
reflect the strong border spirit.

Briana Noel Green (BMS ’12) 
has been playing for the Harlem 
Globetrotters since 2017 when 
she became the 15th female 
Globetrotter in the team's 93-year 
history. 

Cassandra Marie Lachica-
Chavez (B.A. ’00, B.A. ’07) was 
elected to serve as vice chair-
elect on the American Association 
of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers national 
board. She is El Paso Community 
College's executive director of 

admissions and registrar. She also 
has held positions at UTEP and 
New Mexico State University.

Vanessa G. Leon (B.A. ’06) 
has been named the director 
of corporate partnerships and 
alumni relations for the College 
of Business Administration at The 
University of Texas at El Paso. 
She had been the development 
director at United Way of El Paso 
County. 

Karla M. Nieman (B.A. ’01) was 
named El Paso’s city attorney in 
October 2018. Among her duties 
are to serve as legal counsel to 
city officials and departments, 
appear in court as defense 
counsel if the city is sued, draft 
ordinances and regulations, 
review contracts and provide 
other legal advice.

Ebetuel “Beto” Pallares-
Venegas (MBA ’05, Ph.D. ’12) 
has been named fund manager of 
the Arrowhead Innovation Fund 
at New Mexico State University's 
Arrowhead Center. He also 
serves as the center's investor 
in residence, and on NMSU’s 
Intellectual Property Advisory 
Committee.

Joshua Gilbert Plasencio (BBA 
’05) was named vice president, 
commercial lending at United 
Bank of El Paso del Norte. He has 
more than 10 years of banking 
experience.

Candace Yvette Printz (B.A. 
’05) was named the 2019 
Environmental Educator of the 
Year as part of the 2019 Texas 
Environmental Excellence Awards 
given by the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality. She is 
an art teacher at El Dorado High 
School in El Paso.

Alum Notes

Continued on page 66



Jessica Powers ’99

Jessica Powers (MFA, ’99) said her heart is 
split between two distinct parts of the world: 
the Paso del Norte and southern Africa.

  The editor, publisher and award-
winning author developed her interest in 
storytelling as she grew up in Canutillo 
and Vinton, Texas, and honed it at The 
University of Texas at El Paso. Her catalog of 
work focuses on culture and life in southern 
African communities. Being far from El 
Paso helped her understand the border in a 
new way. 

“I became very interested in political and 
social dynamics and movements across 
borders in the southern African region 
that were very similar (to the U.S.-Mexico 
border)," she said.

Powers said a “transformative” graduate 
seminar in African history presented by 
Charles Ambler, Ph.D., professor of history 
and a longtime University administrator, 
sparked her interest in Africa. This course 
helped push her to earn two graduate 
degrees in African history and immerse 
herself in a culture that shaped much of her 
writing career. 

Under the pen name J.L. Powers, she 
has written continuously and launched the 
publishing company Catalyst Press in 2017. 

  “I see books as a catalyst for positive 
change in the world,” she said. “Through the 
books I write and publish, I want to achieve 
a better global understanding about Africa’s 
cultures and people.”

  As an editor for El Paso-based Cinco 
Puntos Press, Powers works to share stories 
with the border perspective that were not 
available when she was a child. Through 
her research on African culture, she 
noticed similarities in these two distinct 
parts of the world, such as immigration, 
constructed racial identities, systematically 
impoverished groups, and the cross-
cultural tensions sometimes invoked by 
multicultural communities.

  Now based in California, she recently 
published her ninth book, “Under Water,” a 
sequel to her award-winning novel, “This 
Thing Called the Future.” The new book, 
set in South Africa, centers on themes of 
immigration and violence, and it continues 
her effort to make African culture accessible 
to non-academic audiences.

  “We need (these) kinds of real 
representations that don’t rely on 
stereotypes,” she said. “That’s deeply 
important to me in the work that I do.”  
- Elizabeth Ashby

Alumna’s Work Aims 
to Shed Light on 
African Culture
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The editor, publisher and award-winning author developed her interest in 
storytelling as she grew up in Canutillo and Vinton, Texas, and honed it at The University 
of Texas at El Paso.  



Robert John Rodriguez (B.A. 
’04) was elected into the El 
Paso Athletic Hall of Fame in the 
athlete category. Rodriguez, an 
All-Western Athletic Conference 
(WAC) linebacker at UTEP, is 
an assistant coach with the 
Minnesota Vikings. He led the 
WAC in tackles in three of his four 
seasons at UTEP.

Erica Salas (BBA ’04) is the 
new director of partnerships and 
donor relations for the Paso del 
Norte Community Foundation. 
She has more than 10 years of 
nonprofit experience in media 
communications, event planning 
and strategic fundraising. Most 
recently, she was the El Paso 
Zoological Society’s special 
events coordinator.

Sylvia Sandoval (B.S. ’00) 
was named volleyball coach at 
Franklin High School in El Paso. 
She was an assistant coach for 
the Cougars for the past 12 years.

Mica Rebecca Short (B.A. 
’02, MPA ’04) is the new vice 
president of development for 
the Paso del Norte Community 
Foundation. She previously was 
community relations manager for 
Texas Gas Service. 

Luis Bernardo Torres-Ruiz (M.S. 
’02) was keynote speaker at the 
recent State of the Rio Grande 
Valley Construction and Real 
Estate Economy. Torres-Ruiz, 
Ph.D., is a research economist at 
the Real Estate Center of Texas 
A&M University.

David Edward Venegas (B.S. ’02) 
was named president of VEMAC, 
an engineering management and 
construction company in El Paso. 
He has been with the company 
since 2003.

2010s

Ivan Isaac Calderon (BFA ’11) 
helped design and install “Ideas 
Unwrapped: An Exhibition about 
Art” at the El Paso Museum of 
Art (EPMA). The exhibit explored 
EPMA's permanent collection in 
a new way, featuring works of art 
given to the museum by the Peter 
Norton Christmas Project.

Staphany Garnica (BFA ’15) 
helped design and install “Ideas 
Unwrapped: An Exhibition about 
Art” at the El Paso Museum of 
Art (EPMA). The exhibit explored 
EPMA's permanent collection in 
a new way, featuring works of art 
given to the museum by the Peter 
Norton Christmas Project.

Nick Terrell Gathrite (BMS ’14) 
was named by Amazon as one of 
the Most Influential Entrepreneurs 
of 2019. He is CEO of a business 
consulting agency called The 
Daily Strides based out of 
Newport Beach, California.

Zoe Marie Gemoets (BBA ’17) is 
president of “Let’s Chica Chat,” 
a new space for entrepreneur 
women in El Paso. The 
organization focuses on bringing 
together female entrepreneurs 
who want to make a change in 
their own community through 
networking and by encouraging 
other women to fend for 
themselves or to follow their 
business dreams.

William Hernandez (B.S. ’17) 
was named the New York Giants 
most improved rookie. The Giants 
selected the offensive guard in 
the second round of the 2018 
draft, 34th overall.

Lydia Dianne Hernandez 
(MBA ’11) was promoted to 
vice president, credit analyst/
underwriter at Western Heritage 
Bank, a regional institution 

with branches in El Paso and 
communities in Southern New 
Mexico. She joined the bank in 
2017. 

Oscar Juarez (M.Ed. ’17) 
heads the new Early Childhood 
Education program at Oregon 
Coast Community College's 
Central County Campus in 
Newport, Oregon. 

Mauricio Lastra (BBA ’10) 
is the top salesman to small 
businesses and the top new 
business salesman among 50 
Hub salespeople in El Paso, 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston and 
San Antonio. He is with the El 
Paso office of Hub International, a 
global insurance brokerage.

Andrew Houston Latimer (B.S. 
’11) was awarded an $8 million 
investment involving Goldman 
Sachs for his startup tech 
company. He is co-founder and 
chief technology officer of Rabbet, 
which started with five employees 
in 2017 in Austin.

Crystal Dawn Long (MBA ’14) was 
recognized with an Outstanding 
Individual Achievement Award 
by the National Credit Union 
Foundation at the 2019 Herb 
Wegner Memorial Awards 
ceremony. The Federal Reserve 
Bank of Dallas also appointed 
her to the Community Depository 
Institutions Advisory Council. She 
is the president and CEO of GECU 
in El Paso.

Jonathan Phillip Lopez (BBA 
’10) is the CEO of Glide Scooter 
Sharing, a homegrown tech 
startup that is bringing dockless 
scooters into El Paso’s Downtown 
and the UTEP campus.

Ashley Elizabeth Marchena 
(BBA ’10) participated in 
Leadership Texas, the country's 
oldest organization dedicated to 
developing women leaders. She 
is the director of marketing and 
creative services in the Office 
of Institutional Advancement at 
Texas Tech University.

Catie McCorry-Andalis (Ed.D. 
’13) participated in Leadership 
Texas, the country's oldest 
organization dedicated to 
developing women leaders. 
She is associate vice president 
and dean of students at The 
University of Texas at El Paso.

Anthony K. Rotich (B.S. ’16) was 
sworn in as an American citizen. 
The UTEP track legend came to 
El Paso from Kenya in 2011. He 
is one of the most decorated 
steeplechasers in NCAA 
history. He won a mile national 
championship indoors and he is 
an 11-time All-American.

Isabel Salcido (BBA ’12) was 
elected to represent District 5 
(East and far east El Paso) on the 
El Paso City Council. 

Eric Leslie Tomlinson (BBA ’14) 
has re-signed to play tight end 
for the NFL’s New York Jets. He 
played in 15 games (12 starts) in 
2018. The fourth-year veteran 
played in 353 offensive snaps 
and 224 special teams snaps last 
season.

Julian Scott Williams-Washburn 
(BMS ’15) signed with the NBA’s 
Memphis Grizzlies. The 6-foot-8, 
210-pound Washburn averaged 
11.7 points, 3.8 rebounds and 
2.1 assists for UTEP during his 
four-year career. He scored 1,526 
points and had 592 field goals 
with the Miners. 

Alum Notes
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James Gridley, Ph.D. ’93

Adventure and Intrigue Drive 
UTEP Geophysics Alumnus 

In his latest adventure as director of the 
NOAA National Tsunami Warning Center, 
Gridley manages a team that sends warning notifications 
in the event of a tsunami in the lower 48 United States, 
Alaska and Canada.

For James Gridley, Ph.D., director of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
National Tsunami Warning Center in Palmer, 
Alaska, a passion for geological sciences was 
spawned in May 1980 when a major eruption 
occurred at Mount St. Helens, a volcanic 
mountain located in Washington. The young 
Gridley from Barrington, Illinois was shocked to 
hear that active volcanoes existed in the United 
States. That astonishment set him on a path to 
chase an ever-evolving adventure that continues 
nearly 40 years later.

Gridley was clear to note that the eruption 
didn’t lead to an interest in geological sciences. 
Rather, it fostered an intrigue to learn more. 
That sentiment later granted him opportunities 
to conduct research as a geophysical scientist 
with the Office of Naval Intelligence and 
the Incorporated Research Institutions for 
Seismology consortium.

While pursuing a master’s degree in 
geophysics from the New Mexico Institute of 
Mining and Technology in the early 1990s, an 
instructor told Gridley that if he was interested 
in getting a doctorate, he should consider the 
Department of Geological Sciences at The 
University of Texas at El Paso. After a quick visit, 
it was clear that UTEP was a great fit. 

“I was ready for something more than what I 
was doing,” Gridley said. “UTEP offered that to 
me. It was an easy decision. I grew into the sort 
of professional I wanted to become, and the 
faculty there helped me.”

Gridley earned a doctoral degree in geophysics 
from UTEP in 1993.  While his career has taken 
him across the country, words of wisdom from 
UTEP faculty member G. Randy Keller, Ph.D., 
continue to resonate.

“(Keller) said to me, ‘Always be good to the 
people around you,’” Gridley said. “That was it, 
and he’s right. It doesn’t matter if it’s a secretary, 
custodian, other scientists — treat them right. 
I owe it to him and the faculty at UTEP to 
represent that in my career.”

In his latest adventure as director of the NOAA 
National Tsunami Warning Center, Gridley 
manages a team that sends warning notifications 
in the event of a tsunami in the lower 48 United 
States, Alaska and Canada. When an earthquake 
occurs, Gridley and his team have five minutes 
to locate it, characterize it and determine if it will 
result in a tsunami. It’s a high-pressure job, but 
Gridley said he “was made for it.” 

Gridley’s career has taken him, his wife and 
four sons across the country. Now that his 
children are older, they are chasing their own 
adventures. Meanwhile, Gridley and his wife are 
enjoying the snowcapped mountains of Palmer, 
Alaska as they await their next adventure.
- Jesse Martinez

Photo courtesy of Jam
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In Memoriam
1940s
Gerry Kern (B.A. ’48) Bentonville, 
Arkansas; Nov. 21, 2018

Mary Ryan King (B.A. ’45) Dodge 
City, Kansas; Jan. 5, 2019

Pearl A. LaRock (B.A. ’43) El Paso, 
Texas; March 24, 2019

Raymond George Manker (B.A. ’45) 
Phoenix, Arizona; Dec. 16, 2018

1950s
Marguerite Barrios (B.A. ’55) El Paso, 
Texas; Nov. 19, 2018

Margaret Elizabeth Bush (BBA ’58) 
Allen, Texas; Sept. 21, 2018

Kenneth L. Chesak (BBA ’51) Austin, 
Texas; Nov. 1, 2018

Emilia Guevara (B.A. ’50) 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; Jan. 6, 
2019

Miguel Angel Grado (B.S. ’50) El 
Paso, Texas; Feb. 8, 2019

Duane O. Juvrud (BBA ’54) Arlington, 
Texas; Oct. 27, 2018

Jo Ann Mack (B.A. ’51) Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana; Dec. 18, 2018

Manuel Nicolas Moya (B.S. ’55) El 
Paso, Texas; March 22, 2019

Lora T. McElligott (B.A. ’58, M.Ed. 
’82) El Paso, Texas; Feb. 7, 2019 

Cynthia Noah (B.A. ’57) Richardson, 
Texas; Oct. 22, 2018

Felipe de Ortego y Gasca (B.A. ’59) 
Silver City, New Mexico; Dec. 29, 
2018

J. Wayne Resler (BBA ’50) El Paso, 
Texas; Nov. 7, 2018

Earl Leslie Richards (B.S. ’50) 
Virginia Beach, Virginia; Dec. 5, 2018

Earl Frank Smythe (B.S. ’51) El Paso, 
Texas; Dec. 18, 2018

Sibley James Wade (B.A. ’53) El 
Paso, Texas; Feb. 10, 2019

Jack T. Watzke (B.S. ’53) Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; Jan. 14, 2019

Paul Isaac Worley (B.S. ’57) Round 
Rock, Texas; Nov. 18, 2018

1960s
David R. Alvarez (B.S. ’63, M.S. ’71) 
Salado, Texas; Jan. 18, 2019

Sandra L. Baise (B.S. ’68, M.Ed. 
’77) Las Vegas, Nevada; Oct. 26, 
2018

Margaret Boyce (B.A. ’65) 
Edmond, Oklahoma; Sept. 14, 2018

Sabino Carrejo (B.A. ’61) El Paso, 
Texas; Dec. 22, 2018

Cecilia Comas (B.S. ’63) El Paso, 
Texas; Sept. 28, 2018

Jerlene S. Dean (M.Ed. ’69) San 
Antonio, Texas; Nov. 12, 2018

Rhea Dinesman (B.S. ’63, M.Ed. ’69) 
San Antonio, Texas; Feb. 26, 2019

Yolanda L. Fierro (B.A. ’67) El Paso, 
Texas; Jan. 20, 2018

John Allen Fitzgerald (B.A. ’60) 
Las Vegas, Nevada; Oct. 10, 2018

William Michael Furman (BBA ’60) 
Georgetown, Texas; Nov. 21, 2018

David C. Henry (B.S. ’69) Houston, 
Texas; Dec. 4, 2018 

Margaret (Bean) Johnston (B.S. 
’64) Spring Branch, Texas; Feb. 5, 
2019

Mona Jo Johnstone (B.A. ’67) El 
Paso, Texas; Dec. 22, 2018

Robert M. Kinniburgh (B.S. ’64) 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Oct. 
30, 2018

John Patrick Meaney (B.S. ’69) 
Dallas, Texas; Jan. 20, 2019

Donald R. McGehee (B.S. ’62) 
Houston, Texas; Sept. 24, 2018

Donald A. Norsworthy (BBA ’69) 
Fort Collins, Colorado; Dec. 31, 2018

Rosemary F. Petzold (B.S. ’65) 
Waco, Texas; Dec. 30, 2018 

Pedro Rocha (B.A. ’67, M.A. ’69) El 
Paso, Texas; Jan. 10, 2019

Guillermo Ruiz (M.Ed. ’68) El Paso, 
Texas; Jan. 2, 2019

Charles Santoscoy (B.A. ’62) 
Willoughby Hills, Ohio; Feb. 9, 2019

Oteka J. Stevens (B.S.  ’64) Rogers, 
New Mexico; Nov. 8, 2018

Ronald Walter Utley (B.S. ’62) 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; Nov. 22, 
2018

Ramona Valenzuela Alvarez (B.S. 
’60) Fremont, California; Jan. 20, 
2019

Betty Gantt Withers (BBA ’68) El 
Paso, Texas; Nov. 4, 2018

Mandeville H. Zabriskie (BBA ’62) 
Indianapolis, Indiana; Dec. 31, 2018

Irene Levy Zimmerman (B.S. ’66) El 
Paso, Texas; Jan. 11, 2019

1970s
Martha W. Allen (M.Ed. ’78) Dallas, 
Texas; Nov. 26, 2018

Barbara Jane Beckham (B.A. ’70) 
Corpus Christi, Texas; Nov. 3, 2018

Dorothy A. Camp (BSN ’79) El Paso, 
Texas; Oct. 19, 2018

Bernard Lannis Cowart (BBA ’75) El 
Paso, Texas; Jan. 20, 2018

Eduardo Cipriano Delgado (B.A. ’74) 
El Paso, Texas; Nov. 1, 2018

Helen Mae Eiland (M.Ed. ’72) El 
Paso, Texas; March 7, 2019

Edward G. Elias (BBA ’76) El Paso, 
Texas; Nov. 15, 2018

Nina Lucille Ellis (B.A. ’76) Kerrville, 
Texas; Dec. 16, 2018

Anita Estrada (BBA ’71) El Paso, 
Texas; Nov. 24, 2018

Jose Raymundo Fontes (BBA ’74) El 
Paso, Texas; Dec. 17, 2018

Thomas J. Gowan (B.S. ’71) Comfort, 
Texas; March 14, 2019

Perlesta Elizabeth Glasgow (B.S. ’79) 
Orangeburg, South Carolina; Oct. 
26, 2018

Ronald Paul Haygood (B.S. ’73) 
Meridian, Mississippi; Dec. 8, 2018

Charles Edward Heredia (BBA ’75) 
El Paso, Texas; Feb. 9, 2019

Charles Lee Howard (BBA ’79) El 
Paso, Texas; March 20, 2019

James Ross Irwin (M.A. ’79) San 
Antonio, Texas; Jan. 14, 2019 

Philip M. Kennedy (B.S. ’71) El 
Paso, Texas; Feb. 6, 2019

Vincent Richard Kirst (B.A. ’70) 
Arlington, Texas; Feb. 20, 2019 

Carlene L. Lowrie (B.A. ’72) 
Jacksonville, Florida; Oct. 27, 2018

Bernadine L. McDaniel (M.S. ’78) 
El Paso, Texas; Dec. 9, 2018

Manuel Mendoza (B.S. ’74, M.Ed. 
’77) El Paso, Texas; Sept. 28, 2018

Salvador Alfredo Montoya (BBA 
’76) El Paso, Texas; Nov. 9, 2018 

Armando Carlos Muñoz (BBA ’76) 
Phoenix, Arizona; March 13, 2019

Raul V. Muñoz (B.S. ’72) El Paso, 
Texas; Nov. 14, 2018

Beatriz Carlota Morales (BSN ’74, 
MBA ’96) San Antonio, Texas; Feb. 
12, 2019

Javier Navarro (BBA ’75) El Paso, 
Texas; Nov. 2, 2018

Daniel Angel Ramirez (B.S. ’75) 
Frisco, Texas; Jan. 30, 2019

Consuelo Esperanza Rodriguez 
(B.A. ’74, M.Ed. ’85) El Paso, 
Texas; Feb. 22, 2019

Billy J. Scott (BBA ’77) Odessa, 
Texas; Dec. 27, 2018

Clarence G. Sperbeck (B.A. ’71) 
Scottsdale, Arizona; Nov. 30, 2018

Mary Jean Stenicka (B.S. ’71) 
Crete, Nebraska; Jan. 14, 2019

Willard Mason Tiller (BBA ’73) San 
Antonio, Texas; Dec. 30, 2018

UTEP acknowledges the passing of the following graduates



69utep.edu 

Cameasha Turner ’16  
Marissa Rodriguez ’15

As former UTEP women’s basketball team standouts, Cameasha 
Turner and Marissa Rodriguez recognize the importance of court 
awareness. Some of the same traits that made them successful in 
the Don Haskins Center helped prepare them for a different court.

Turner and Rodriguez were part of some of the most notable 
teams in Miner history, including a run to the 2014 Women’s 
National Invitation Tournament final. Both said the fortitude 
they honed at The University of Texas at El Paso led to their latest 
academic accomplishments.

On May 18, 2019, Turner graduated from the University of Notre 
Dame Law School. That same weekend, Rodriguez — who matched 
the feat of her former teammate at Notre Dame Law School a year 
earlier — received her Master of Laws in Taxation degree from 
Northwestern University’s Pritzker School of Law.

“Graduating from Notre Dame was one of the biggest moments of 
my life,” said Turner, who was the Miners’ leading scorer in 2014-15. 
“But I think one of the things I am most proud of is just continually 
staying the course. There were so many times throughout my life, 

even at UTEP, where I had to learn a lot of lessons. UTEP has literally 
been the springboard to get me where I am today.”

Turner earned her bachelor’s in criminal justice from UTEP 
in 2016, the same year the NCAA named her a Woman of the 
Year Award finalist for her achievements in academics, athletics, 
community service and leadership. The Dallas native is back in 
Texas to prepare for the state bar exam. She will join Locke Lord, a 
Dallas law firm, in September. 

Rodriguez said she was pleased to be part of some of the most 
special seasons in UTEP women’s basketball history. Those 
memories include a berth in the NCAA tournament her freshman 
year, and the raucous crowds that filled the Haskins Center during 
the team’s 2014 NIT run. 

The El Paso native earned her bachelor’s degree in accounting in 
2015. She has passed the Wisconsin state bar exam and will begin 
work in July at KPMG in Milwaukee.

“My time at UTEP helped me focus on what I wanted to go do in 
life,” Rodriguez said.  - Pablo Villa

Holding court
Former UTEP women’s basketball stars begin law careers

Both said the fortitude they honed at The 
University of Texas at El Paso led to their 
latest academic accomplishments.

Former UTEP basketball players Marissa Rodriguez, 
left, and Cameasha Turner both recently achieved 
academic milestones: Rodriguez received a Master 
of Laws in Taxation and Turner earned a J.D.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f M
ar

is
sa

 R
od

rig
ue

z 
an

d 
C

am
ea

sh
a 

Tu
rn

er



70 THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

David Bernard Rozendal, 
Ph.D., associate 
professor emeritus of 
civil engineering at The 
University of Texas at El 
Paso, was an avid golfer, 
a formidable trivia board 
game opponent and a 
crossword puzzle maven. 
But, above all, he was an 
educator. Rozendal died 
Dec. 15, 2018, in Bastrop, 
Texas. He was 81. 

Rozendal was a UTEP 
faculty member for nearly 
40 years. He initially 
arrived in El Paso with 
his wife, Maribel Joyce 

Rozendal, in 1960 after finishing his master’s degree at the 
University of Minnesota. In 1965, he moved to Purdue University 
in West Lafayette, Indiana, to complete his doctoral studies. 
He returned to UTEP in 1967 and remained in El Paso for 33 
years. Throughout his career, he taught more than 30 different 
courses including an early iteration of UTEP’s computer science 
courses. But his teaching prowess wasn’t relegated to the campus. 
Rozendal also taught Sunday school in El Paso and in Bastrop 
where he and his wife relocated after he retired in 2000. 

“Dad read everything. He had subscriptions to so many 
magazines,” said Merry Rightmer, Rozendal’s daughter. “You never 
wanted to play trivia against him. He just knew so much. He was 
patient with answers and he really wanted to talk you through a 
process so you could get a real understanding of it.”

When he begrudgingly left El Paso to be closer to his children, a 
vital consideration was purchasing a home near a golf course.

“He had an unorthodox stance,” said Anthony Tarquin, Ph.D., 
professor of civil engineering. “In order to avoid slicing, he would 
turn the club face in and maintain a wide stance. It worked 
great for him. Apart from that, I considered him to be one of the 
smartest guys that I’ve ever been around. He is somebody that I 
miss a lot.” - Pablo Villa

Carol A. Russell, retired 
administrative services 
coordinator with UTEP’s 
University Career Center for 
over 43 years, died Feb. 25, 
2019, in El Paso at age 81. 

The El Paso native was 
born June 21, 1937, and 
was a devoted matriarch 
to two sons, Don and 
Chuck Russell, five 
grandchildren and one 
great-granddaughter.  

Family and friends 
remembered Russell fondly 
and described her as 
positive, genuine, funny and 
spunky.

“My mother was a great woman who loved people, company 
and family,” Chuck Russell said. “I remember she was always very 
stubborn in a good way and never had a bad thing to say about 
anyone or anything. Everyone she came in contact with loved her 
and quickly became her friend.” 

In addition to her fondness of family and friends, Carol Russell 
also loved ice skating, Baskin-Robbins ice cream, Charcoaler burgers, 
camping trips, serving at her church and shopping at Bassett Place.

She joined the career center in the summer of 1964 and remained 
with the department until her retirement in 2008. 

“She loved her job at UTEP and always mentioned how much she 
enjoyed the flow of youth through campus and being around young 
people,” Chuck Russell recalled.

Carol Russell left a lasting impression on all who knew her. When 
she retired, her co-workers and the multitude of friends she had 
made over the years across campus came together to celebrate 
her time at The University of Texas at El Paso, share memories and 
express how much she would be missed.

“Carol was very welcoming, very positive and spunky,” 
remembered Betsy Castro-Duarte, career center director. “She was 
a wonderful co-worker, and even after she retired, we would keep 
in touch once a week. We had a great friendship and shared a lot of 
terrific memories. She was such a joyous person.”- Christina Rodriguez

Ana Rebecca Valdez Sterling (B.S. 
’76, M.S. ’07) El Paso, Texas; Feb. 
12, 2019

1980s
Patricia Alvarez (BBA ’86) El Paso, 
Texas; Oct. 24, 2018

Barbara H. Cardon (B.S. ’89) El Paso, 
Texas; Jan. 8, 2019 

Michelle L. Cuaron (BBA ’89) El 
Paso, Texas; Nov. 15, 2018

Floyd Weldon Daniels (B.A. ’80) San 
Antonio, Texas; Jan. 23, 2018

Diana Sue DeSantos (BSN ’88) El 
Paso, Texas; Dec. 6, 2018

James W. Flahive (MSN ’81) El Paso, 
Texas; Nov. 16, 2018

John Patrick House (BSN ’83, MBA 
’95) Lincoln, Nebraska; March 12, 
2019
Norman Jay Livingston (BBA ’85) 
Blackman, Michigan; Oct. 20, 2018

Wanda C. Lyman (B.A. ’81) San 
Antonio, Texas; Jan. 26, 2019

Richard A. Miller (B.S. ’88) El Paso, 
Texas; Feb. 16, 2019

David Eugene Palmer (B.A. ’85) El 
Paso, Texas; Oct. 10, 2018

Gregg F. Paulson (M.Ed. ’81) Eden 
Prairie, Minnesota; Sept. 30, 2018 

Cynthia Ann Post (BBA ’81) El 
Paso, Texas; Dec. 2, 2018

Susana Margarita Prats (B.S. ’85) 
El Paso, Texas; Feb. 11, 2019

Estela Schiffer (B.S. ’87) El Paso, 
Texas; Jan. 8, 2018

Charlotte M. Wiedel (M.A. ’80) 
Madison, Wisconsin; Sept. 28, 2018 

1990s
William Thomas Brennan (B.S. ’91) El 
Paso, Texas; Nov. 1, 2018

Ann Marie Efflandt (M.S. ’96) 
Georgetown, Texas; March 10, 2019

Diana Lee Erickson (B.S. ’90) El 
Paso, Texas; Oct. 3, 2018

Michael Henry Lara (B.S. ’95) El 
Paso, Texas; Feb. 6, 2019

Daniel Jason Margrave (BBA ’94) El 
Paso, Texas; Jan. 2, 2019

Sara Ann McCarty (BBA ’93) West 
Des Moines, Iowa; Sept. 24, 2018

Delia O. Ordañez (B.A. ’93) El 
Paso, Texas; Dec. 10, 2018

Roberto Sanchez (B.A. ’94) El 
Paso, Texas; Dec. 30, 2018

2000s
Vanessa Lynn De Luna (BIS ’07) El 
Paso, Texas; Jan. 14, 2019

Victor Manuel Hinojosa (B.A. ’03) 
El Paso, Texas; Nov. 9, 2018

2010s
Amanda Annette Ferguson (B.S. 
’13) El Paso, Texas; Nov. 22, 2018

Robert Gonzales (B.S. ’12) El Paso, 
Texas; March 12, 2019

Cameron Vincent Scott (M.Ed. ’11) 
Flushing, New York; Jan. 8, 2019

In Memoriam

David Bernard Rozendal, Ph.D. Carol A. Russell
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Laura Turón, ’14

Laura Turón loves to inject depth into her artwork. The Juárez, 
Mexico, native’s processes combine different light interpretations, 
design and large-scale compositions through mark making 
drawings. She also explores concepts of time, science and 
anthropology in art.

Turón has worked continually on her craft since she earned her 
bachelor’s degree in studio art in drawing and graphic design with 
departmental honors in 2014 from The University of Texas at El 
Paso. Her latest installation takes on an even deeper meaning. 

On May 30, 2019, Turón unveiled the third edition of her Paradox 
Traveling Art Bus at the El Paso Museum of Art. The bus is an 
immersive multisensory art installation that combines the concepts 
of art, science and technology. This year, Turón collaborated 
with the EM Lab in UTEP’s College of Engineering to bridge 
the gap between art and the science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) fields. The installation, “SVL (Spatially 
Variant Lattices) Art + Science,” utilizes 3D-printed renderings 
of periodic structures, which can control waves, bend light, 
enhance communications and are vital components in the field of 
electromagnetics. 

“We’re trying to teach abstract concepts of science through art,” 
Turón said of her art installations where she has enlarged very 
small periodic structures. “I work a lot with patterns, repetition and 
systems. These patterns are algorithms. It ties into what I have done 
before. So, I thought it was a unique way to tie into my work.”

Another distinctive aspect of the work is its depiction of 
“impossible” geometries, bent periodic structures that don’t change 
the size and shape of the tiles that display them. The work is unique 
to the EM Lab — a space dedicated to pioneering high-risk, high-
payoff concepts in electromagnetics and photonic technologies that 
are enabled by 3D printing. When viewers walk through them, they 
walk among objects that imperceptibly surround them at all times.

“When people walk in, they’re going to have a lot of questions,” 
said Turón, whose installation will highlight the work done by the 
EM Lab and create a new learning system through art and science. 
“We want to inspire people to get to know more through art.”

Turón said she hopes to take her rolling exhibit to area schools, 
businesses and community events throughout the year.   
– Pablo Villa

Artist Collaborates with College of 
Engineering for Latest Installation

"We're trying to teach 
abstract concepts of 
science through art." 
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UTEP ALUMNI 
CELEBRATE  
MINER PRIDE
More than 400 University of Texas at El Paso alumni, family 
and friends attended the 8th annual UTEP Alumni PICK-NIC in 
June at the Memorial Park Reserve Area in El Paso.

The Office of Alumni Relations, UTEP Alumni Association 
and local hosts organized close to 20 PICK-NICS across the 
United States for UTEP Miners to reconnect and celebrate their 
alma mater and to celebrate their Miner pride.

The El Paso PICK-NIC featured picnic-style food and fun for 
the whole family. Festivities include mini soccer, volleyball, DJ 
music, a watermelon-eating contest, Zumba, a jumping balloon 
and more.

“The UTEP Alumni PICK-NIC has become a favorite event 
with our alumni,” said Maribel Villalva, Assistant Vice President 
for Alumni Relations. “It’s a great opportunity for Miner 
families to spend a beautiful afternoon outdoors, celebrating 
UTEP and each other all while enjoying good food, music and 
entertainment.”

This year’s El Paso PICK-NIC sold out several days before the 
event.

“This is a testament to the pride so many people – both 
alums and current students – feel for their alma mater,” Villalva 
said. “We love that this tradition continues to grow, not just 
locally, but around the country. We have Miners everywhere.”

In addition to the local event, the PICK-NIC also allows UTEP 
alumni around the country to gather on the same day in a show 
of solidarity for UTEP.

“We had PICK-NIC celebrations in several cities, including 
Austin, Dallas, Denver, Phoenix and Seattle,” she said. “We 
appreciate that all of these alums came together in their 
respective cities to share in their Miner Pride.”

To see more Alumni PICK-NIC photos from El Paso and other 
sites, visit utep.edu/magazine

Photos by Laura Trejo
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MINERS AROUND THE WORLD

Dante Mejia (master's student in civil engineering) builds highways in 
Ontario, Canada.

Pam Teicher (M.Ed. Guidance and Counseling, 2002), left, 
and her sisters visit Chobe National Park in Botswana, Africa.

Mohd Hafidz Ibrahim (B.S. Civil 
Engineering, 1990) shows his 
Miner spirit in the Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem, Israel.

Eduardo Muñoz (B.S. Industrial 
Engineering, 2017) and Gaby Gonzalez 
(BFA Graphic Design, 2008) stop to take 
a photo on Fortaleza Street in Old San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 

Evelyn Manriquez (junior nursing 
student) poses at Sea World in San 
Antonio, Texas.

Debbie Sanchez (B.S. Elementary Education, 1981; 
M.A. Early Childhood Education, 1987) and her 
husband, Samuel, put their picks up in Santorini, Greece.

To be part of Miners Around the 
World, submit a high-resolution photo 
of yourself in UTEP gear and caption 
information to univcomm@utep.edu. 



74 THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO

The University of Texas at El Paso

University Communications

500 W. University Ave. El Paso, Texas 79968-0522

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
BURLINGTON, VT 

05401
PERMIT 67


